276 Thursday, 3/2

Critical analysis of a text involves critical thinking about it, figuring out what it’s saying, and how it works, looking closely at the sorts of elements that go into the particular type of writing.  (For example, an examination of rhyme and meter would be typical in analyzing a poem, but not relevant to other types of texts.  A character study may involve characterization through  )   Drawing on your reexamination of the reading you’ve chosen and your study of its key elements.
A.  Discuss the following:

1.  How would you characterize the reading you have selected?  What is it about?

2.  What interests you about this reading?  Why have you chosen to analyze it?

3.  What question or idea do you want to explore through your analysis?  What do you want to show about your sense of the writer’s meaning and purpose and how he/she has tried to achieved?  What richer understanding do you want to lead your readers to?

4.  What do you think the key elements are that contribute to how the writer has worked in this piece (look at the elements list and see what seem most relevant to this piece?

5.  Where are some passages that show most clearly how the writer has worked, passages that you’ll analyze closely?
B. Make a rough pencil sketch of how you think you’ll proceed through your analysis.  You might decide that you want to structure your essay by considering, in turn, a number of elements that seem to be key to the author’s writing of this piece, with examples, foregrounding the writer’s craft.   You might decide to move through some key passages of the piece, discussing how different elements work in these passages to contribute to a larger meaning, foregrounding an interpretive reading of the essay. 
B.  Write a rough draft that includes the following:
1.  An opening paragraph.  Assume your readers are students like yourselves but not familiar with this author or this text.  What shared background knowledge do you need to create about the author and text?  About your interests in the work and your purposes in writing about it?  Be sure to include the question you plan to explore or the main idea/thesis you want to examine evidence for and give the reader some sense of how you’ll go about it,

 2.  Paragraphs in which you discuss the key points you want to make about the way the writer has worked and examine the textual evidence closely, quoting and giving examples (with page #’s).
3.  A conclusion that gives a sense of what you’ve discovered by analyzing the work in this way.  
If you have time, go back and begin to revise and edit this draft.
Email your draft to yourself and to me.  We’ll work with examples from your drafts in class on Tuesday, and I’ll ask you to create a finished version, individually, for Thursday.

