Unit 3  Writing the Researched Creative Essay 
The goal of this unit’s work will be the production of a 5 page creative essay in which you integrate research through library resources and possibly field research and/or internet research.  Your final essay will include citations and references and will be appropriate for inclusion in a portfolio for the Writing Proficiency Requirement.  A full draft of this paper will be due on 4/13.
Week 9 (3/28, 3/30)  Reading the researched creative essay 

For 3/28   Read the all three of the following examples of a researched creative essay from In Fact.  As you read, mark the places in the text where the writer has drawn on information that he/she has most likely had to research in some way, either through primary/field research (observing a setting, collecting data from participants or primary documents such as newspaper reports), or secondary/library research.  (In these essays, the writer has not cited sources in the ways that are expected in academic essays, but we will work with such citations for this class). Be prepared to comment in some detail for one reading, focusing on what the writer researched, how he/she has carried out that research, and how that research has contributed to his/her understanding of  a subject or situation.  

Nature writing



Terry Tempest Williams, “Prayer Dogs” (IF)

Reseeing a historical event


John Edgar Wideman, “Looking at Emmett Till (IF)”

Reframing personal experience

Ruthann Dobson, “Notes from a Difficult Case” (IF)  

3/28.  In class, you will break into groups to discuss the readings and report back to the class on what you see as the research steps that underlie this piece of writing and how the writer has integrated that research into a creative nonfiction essay.
For 3/30.  Draft a 1 page proposal for a topic you will research in this unit, through library research and possibly field research. What questions do you have about the topic that you can’t immediately answer from your direct experience?  What do you hope to learn from your research and how will you.   Post as #12 by Wednesday, 3/29 and comment on 2 other proposals, beginning with writers who don’t yet have two peer comments.    (I’m leaving #11 blank because some people are a number off in their assignment posting.)
3/30.  We will meet in the Center for Library Instruction, 4th floor, Healey Library (to the left as you from the elevators).  You’ll begin to seek information on your topic, using library databases.  You’ll try to find 3-5 relevant articles and print or copy at least one.  (You may decide to shift your original conception of your topic as you begin to research it.)

