Week 3 (2/7; 2/9)—The Craft of Memoir Writing

For 2/7—Read the selections from Kutz, Chapter 3, Exploring Literacy, which includes “Karen’s Memoir” [link on website resources page].  Think some more about what you’ll write as a fully developed 3-5 page memoir for this unit.
Read also the selections from Eggers, A Heartbreaking Work Staggering Genius.(EL)
Print the readings out and bring them to class.   
Be prepared to report back on some of the elements of the memoir genre with reference to specific examples in your classmates’ vignettes as well as other memoirs from our readings.    Find two or three examples for the element in each column to discuss with us (examples we have not already discussed).
	Last Name
	Technique
	Meanings



	A-Z
	1. Beginnings
	6. Explorations of identity


	D-J
	2. Selection and ordering
	7. Significance to self and other readers (larger themes, meanings)


	L-R
	3. Stance and voice  (the writer’s current perspective— serious, ironic, comic, investigatory)
	8. Bringing together past and present—seeing the past from a present perspective or the present as influenced by the past.

	S-U
	4. Endings


	9. Creating shared knowledge and background  for reader



	All
	5. Other
	10.  Other




For Thursday, 2/9—Read the full text of Hampl, “Imagination and Memory” (ER) about her thinking process as she imagined expanding on the draft of her first vignette to create a memoir.  Look back as well at Karen’s account of her writing process from Ch.3 of EL.  Using several quotations from Hampl and/or Karen, put their thinking in dialogue with your own, and write a reflection on the act of memoir writing and how you’ve begun to think about the fuller memoir you’ll write, what you’ll keep in mind, how you might proceed, or on your own process of thinking about crafting a developed memoir. 
Post as #3, Reflection on Memoir Writing
Read also the first 4 chapters of Catfish and Mandala  (to page 30)

Looking forward to Week 4

Week 4 (2/14; 2/16)—Memoir Writing


For 2/14, draft memoir for peer review 


For 2/16, revise: memoir and reflect on process, inquiry, choices

