Unit 3 Paper--The Researched Creative Essay 
The major essay for this unit will be a 5 page creative essay that integrates some aspect of your own experience or your observations of the world with research that draws on library resources and possibly field research and/or internet research.  Your final essay will include citations and references and will be appropriate for inclusion in a portfolio for the Writing Proficiency Requirement. You may integrate the research into a creative essay that you have already worked on this semester or you may work with a new topic.   A full draft of this paper will be due on 4/13.  The project includes the following steps:

A 1 page proposal for what you want to research.  Due Thursday, 3/30. (Post as #12).  (Respond to at least 2 other postings.)
Library research.  Find at least 3 scholarly articles (or at least 1 article plus books) related to your topic, using the library databases. Please note the databases through which you find material. We’ll begin this research on 3/30.

A vignette drawing on 1 article that you’ve found in your library research.  Due Tuesday, 4/4. (Post as #13) 

 Read and gloss the article you’ve chosen.  Draft a page or so (a vignette) of your researched creative essay in which you integrate some information and understandings from that article into your own creative approach to your topic.  I’ll ask you to turn in a copy of this article with your full draft, noting the database you found it in.  Bring 3 copies to class for informal peer response.
After class, post comments on your writing group members’ posted vignettes, highlighting a few key points of response that you want to make after your class discussion.

(Also 4/4 class discussion of “Being Brians”)

4/6 discussion of additional readings and use of web sources.

A review of a website that you find relevant to your essay. (If I can get lab time, we’ll do this in class on 4/11.)  (Post as #14)

(4/11 continuing discussion of readings).

A draft of a 5 page essay, drawing on at least 3 articles or books that you found through your library research, plus web sources, incorporating relevant information and perspectives from that research within a personal, creative non-fiction exploration.  Due Thursday, 4/13 for in-class peer review.  
Revised draft due Tuesday, 4/18.  (We’ll respond by 4/25.)
A final revision due by 5/2, with references/works cited page.  (Post as #15).
On 4/18 we’ll start our final unit, which will involve adapting one of your earlier essays (or something new)  for other media, including oral performance.  We’ll look at blogs and websites, listen to radio performances creative essays from NPR’s “This American Life,” and you’ll share your final productions with the class.  
