Plan for Week 2—Reading and Responding to memoirs
For 1/31—Skim through the memoirs on Electronic Reserves (ER) and in In Fact, and decide on some to read, starting with those that look most interesting to you.  
· Read as many as you can, somewhat quickly, in 1 ½ hours.  The purpose of this assignment is to give you an overview of how others have approached this genre.  

· Then, from your experience as a reader of memoirs, write a 1 page reflection on ways that you might expand on your vignette to develop it as a memoir (content, theme, strategies for telling) if you were to choose to work with it more.
Memoirs:


From Electronic Reserves (accessed through the Healey Library Home Page— www.lib.umb.edu 

>Electronic Resources>Electronic Reserves;  password: author).  You may print these out from a computer lab in the library or at home.
Tommi Avocolli, “He Defies You Still:  Memoirs of a Sissy”

Dave Eggers, from A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius 
bell hooks, “Talking Back”
Mike Rose, “I Just Wanna Be Average,” from Lives on the Boundary.
Leslie Marmon Silko, “Aunt Susie’s Story” from The Storyteller

From In Fact

Lauren Slater, “Three Spheres”

John Edgar Wideman, “Looking at Emmett Till”

Meredith Hall, “Shunned”

Email your vignette and a separate document with your added reflections to yourself, or bring them with on on Tuesday on a disk or thumbdrive/memory stick.  

On 1/31 We’ll meet in the computer lab (Gold Lab, Healey Library lower level).   I’ll introduce the website. 
I’ll ask you to vote on 2 memoirs for class discussion.

Then


1.  Post your vignette as Assignment 1, and give your vignette a title. 

2.  With a partner, read others’ vignettes (3-5), beginning with the one posted below the name of the member of your team whose name comes first in the alphabet, and post a comment. 

You might include comments on:


What you found interesting, involving as a reader


What you’d like to know more about


What themes are implicit here that might be developed further.

3.  Read the comments that others have made about your vignette.  Post, as a comment on your vignette, the reflections you wrote, along with any new thoughts that you have after reading others’ writing.  (You may finish this outside of class if you run out of time.)

For Thursday, 2/2    Print out and read the memoirs the class has chosen, glossing them and making marginal comments as you read.  Respond to one with a page of reader response and a page of analytical response.  

· For the reader response, focus on your experience as a reader:  what initially interested you about this memoir, what sustained your interest (or didn’t), what did you learn from this memoir, what connections you find yourself thinking about to your own experience or in other things you’ve read, watched, heard.  

· For the  analytical response, focus on your observations on the workings of this memoir:  how the writer presented and organized this material, what he/she has chosen to include or leave out, the memoir’s movement between present  and past (if that’s explicit);  other features of style or presentation.  Post both parts of your responses as Assignment #2, with the name of the memoir as the title.   
On Thursday, 2/2—We’ll discuss the memoirs from two perspectives:  your reader’s responses, your observations as writers, and we’ll generate a list of possible elements of the genre. 
