Memoir grading rubric

	Elements
	Well-crafted, insightful, and effective memoir (A)
	Strong, effective memoir (B)
	Memoir not fully developed (C)
	Memoir is incomplete and limited (D/F)

	An effective beginning 
	An interesting  beginning that  immediately engages the reader and leads effectively into what follows
	A clear beginning that leads effectively into what follows. 
	A beginning that shows no particular crafting.
	A beginning that doesn’t clearly fit with what follows 

	Selection and ordering of events


	Effective and interesting ordering of events (movement in space or time, backgrounding and foregrounding, creating  specific scenes
	A clear ordering and arrangement of events
	A linear account that reflects no particular attention to selection and ordering
	A muddled ordering and structure.

	Development of specific events/experiences in the past, developed with details, dialogue, characterization shared knowledge for reader
	Lots of rich detail recreating one or more events or moments, including description, dialogue, imagery
	Specific moments retold in some detail
	Overview of experiences rather than a recreation of them in detail
	Brief account of experience with little detail

	Stance, voice, and style that’s engaging, appropriate 


	Extra attention to crafting language in a style that reflects the writer’s stance,  is clear, and engages the reader
	Clear stance, language 
	Some confusing or rough spots, not carefully worked through
	A style that’s inappropriate for this purpose

	Ending
	An ending that provides interesting and effective closure, drawing organically on what has gone before.
	An ending that provides appropriate closure.
	An ending that provides closure in a somewhat abrupt or disconnected way.
	An ending that doesn’t adequately complete this piece of writing.

	Larger meanings, significance (identity, seeing the past from a present perspective, social criticism,          Answering the question “So what?”).


	A clear sense of the significance of these events to the writer's present understanding and to a larger audience through direct statement and/or a strong indication throughout the narrative of the meanings the writer is working out.
	A statement or depiction of meanings but not fully explored or worked out
	Little real exploration of the meanings of these events to who the writer is/what the writer understands now (beyond a brief statement)
	No sense of present meanings

	Attention to audience (engaging interest and creating shared knowledge for reader/listener)
	Clear awareness of audience, with any necessary background information included in subtle ways that don’t interfere with narrative flow
	Awareness of audience, needed background info, less subtly introduced.
	Focus is on the writing task vs. the audience
	Gaps in information and meanings necessary for readers.

	Title
	An engaging title that captures a sense of the memoir
	A title that fits the memoir
	A generic title (“My Memoir”) 
	No title

	Revision
	Significant reseeing, restructuring from the first draft to the second and/or significant experimentation with a section.
	Real additions, changes between drafts or some experimentation with a section
	Limited changes, small corrections between drafts
	Few or no changes

	Appropriateness

(meeting the conventions for formal academic writing and the expectations for the assignment)
	5 or so pages, typed, corrected and proofread carefully
	at least 4 pages,

typed,

corrected and proofread with few errors/typos


	3 pages or so, typed, but not proofread carefully enough


	substantially shorter than 3 pages;  a large number of errors create confusion for a reader


