Engl 276G Week 4 (2/14; 2/16)—Memoir Writing

For 2/14   Memoir draft

Draft a full memoir (4-5 pages), considering and making choices about all of the elements we have discussed (see new chart of elements).   Then think about and note for yourself the places you’d particularly like to get from your readers.  Bring 3 copies to class for peer review.  Here are some questions to think about in advance.

1. How did you decide what to write about in your memoir?  How did you decide about how to engage your readers’ interest?   About how much detail or how many events to include to create a picture of this experience and its meanings.

2. What do you see as the significance of the events you’ve written about?  What understandings do you want your readers to take away?  Do you think that there’s a theme that readers might find here, one that might also emerge in other memoirs?

3. What are some of the other choices you made in writing this draft and why did you make them?  What about structure?  About beginning and ending?  About voice and style?

4. From your perspective as a writer, are there questions you have about this draft?  Are there particular places, choices, you’d like feedback on?

2/14   Peer Review   
We’ll place you in peer review groups and give you some guiding questions for responding to each others’ memoirs.  We’ll hand out and post a rubric for grading.

For 2/16   Revision

 Revise your memoir, drawing on the suggestions of your peer group. 

Try out a substantially different strategy for some aspect of the memoir (beginning, ordering, voice, ending).  Attach this to the revised memoir (or, if you use it, attach your original)  

Write a reflection of at least 1 page on your process, inquiry, choices, drawing on but updating your response to Hampl for Assignment 3, and considering how you used (or why you didn’t use) the feedback you received from your readers.

Pass in, email, and post (as assignment 4) your revised memoir.  Also pass in your original draft, and peer comments.


Ellie and Joanna will respond to your revised memoirs (aiming for 2/23).  Our comments will be substantive, and you will have the choice of doing further revision.  We’ll also use the rubric to suggest a grade, which can be replaced if you revise further.

2/16

We’ll discuss the opening chapters of Catfish and Mandala and introduce the 2nd unit.
