En276 G  Week 7 (3/7, 3/9)  Writing about Creative Nonfiction
For 3/7
Read Philip Gerard, “Telling a Story,” on Electronic Reserves.  See what his discussion adds to your sense of the elements we’ve been working with.

Writing exercises:  Choose three passages that you found interesting/involving in the nonfiction essay you analyzed (or in any other pieces):  one with detail/imagery; one with dialogue; one where you’re aware of the writer’s voice/stance/ style.  Focusing on the topic you plan to explore in your own creative nonfiction essay for this unit, create three paragraphs of your own in which you mimic the examples you’ve chosen.  Post the three paragraphs as assignment #8.

3/7

We’ll look together at examples from your analytical essays and begin some revision.  We’ll look at as many as possible of your writing exercise paragraphs.

For 3/9

Do an individual revision of your draft analysis essay.  Post it as assignment #9.  Read a few more chapters of Catfish and Mandala.  Skip ahead and look in particular at Chapter 29.
3/9

We’ll go back to our discussion of Catfish and Mandala at least to p. 80, beginning with the passages you wrote about on the day we discussed “Good Craic.”  We’ll look at Chapter 29 to see how Pham integrates researched background information.
VACATION

Draft a full nonfiction essay about the world around you.  Post it as #10 and email it to your group members by 3/22.
Continue reading Catfish and Mandala.   Prepare to take us on a 5 minute tour of your assigned chapter after break, giving a quick summary, saying what it contributes to the whole, and showing us a critical passage or two. 
For Unit 3, you’ll be writing a personal research essay that will involve library research but that can also include other field research (observations, interviews, etc.).   Think about a topic you’d like to explore, combining a personal angle with research.  You can build on something you’ve already written, or choose something new.  
