Elements of Memoirs, updated after discussion

Larger concerns 


Audience:  What possible audiences the writer addresses and how

Purpose:    What intentions the writer wishes to achieve in writing for this audience
	Technique
	Meanings



	1. Beginnings
 titles

     hooking the reader

2. Selection and ordering

    movement in space or time

    backgrounding and foregrounding

    creating specific scenes

3.  Development

    details and images

    dialogue (and interior monologue)
    setting

    character

4.. Stance and voice 

   the writer’s current perspective— 

   serious, ironic, comic, investigatory, mock-

        heroic

   first or third person narrative

   choice of words, strong words

5.  Endings


	1. Explorations of identity

2. Significance to self and other readers 

   Answering the question “So what?”. 

    Larger themes, meanings.  These might include  

         social criticism 

         understanding a common situation or experience

         showing the effect of one’s environment on identity or
                behavior
3. Bringing together past and present—

   seeing the past from a present perspective and/or 

   the present as influenced by the past

4. Creating shared knowledge and background  for readers

5. Bringing together specific and general, inviting readers to draw larger meanings from the recounting of a specific experience.




