Elements of Creative Nonfiction:  Observing the World From a Present Perspective  (from our discussions to 3/2) 

For all topics:  

· Specific moments of encountering a person, a place, an experience, etc.

· A reflection of the self as observer/learner/participant

· Details/description/imagery

· Dialogue (where there is interaction)
· A structure that offers a coherent picture of a moment or sequence of moments that make a “story”.  A movement/sequence that works to develop the writer’s meanings.
· A sense of the significance/meaning of what’s being written about.  An answer to “So What?”

· A sense of authenticity—that the story rings true to others

· A style/voice that engages the reader and captures the writer’s perspective/stance about the topic/person/place/events.
Some other specific points to consider-- 

For characters:

· descriptions/details of physical appearance

· descriptions of behaviors and actions, past and present

· their words 
· images and metaphors  that capture something about them
· interaction with the surroundings ( the physical location/setting ;  other characters both physically and in words/dialogue)

· similarities to/differences from other characters

· relationship to the writer 
· a sense of complexity, of empathy
For places

· descriptions/details of physical setting and of participants

· descriptions of participants in the setting
· conversations and observations that contribute to an understanding of the place 
· images and metaphors that capture something about the place

