Prompt for Week 3 Reflective Journal—Online Communication and Community

Kajder discusses a number of ways in which she uses technology to create community for her students: email with epals ( http://www.epals.com/) or with "telementors" (www.telementor.org/); discussion boards (listing several resources on p. 102 and I'd add Yahoo); chatrooms; listservs; online projects (see p. 110).  She concludes her chapter with an acknowledgment of the "supreme patience" such collaborative, community-building work requires but with an affirmation of her belief that such work pushes people to grow "as thinkers, users, techies, readers, writers, and speakers."  Have you ever used any of the resources Kajder names with your students (or could you imagine using any of them with your students), and do you think that such work offers possibilities that aren't realized in face-to-face teaching alone?   From your own experience with communication tools and online genres (blogs and wikis) in this course, would you agree with Kajder’s statement.  Would you take a course like this if it was offered wholly online, with greater dependence on such tools?
