First of all, what were your goals with your blogging project?

· My initial goals for the project were simple:  

· 1. To use a more interesting mode of writing to get the students more interested (the act of using the computer is also easily familiar to many of them). 

· 2.  To have the students not only journal, but to interact with each other’s work in the hopes that it creates deeper ideas and conversations.  

· 3.  To create a more consistent method of journaling (something I typically don’t like to use as it is a pain to grade and such).  

· 4.  To simply have them engage in the act of writing on a frequent basis and to have it be more polished (since it is instantly published, it makes them aware of the mechanics more than a typical journal).

· My goals have expanded and I hope to get it more involved.  Goals that I hope to add to it:

· Requiring comments on each others to engage further discussion

· Involving a cross class, or class school, interaction with it to expand our discussion base

· Requiring more than just typical journal responses such as assigning online research with it and making presentations through it

· Others still brewing in my head….

What was the project?

· To create personal customizable blog pages in which students can keep running journal entries based on journal prompts I give them.  The prompts will most often ask students to relate personally to topics being used and addressed in class.

What technological background work did you need to complete? 

Hosting?  Site development? Networking with school? Laptops use?
· All of the above!  …

· This began when I self-taught myself web design/development.  I researched web hosting and found a site that had cheap hosting and met my needs.  It took a lot just to address that.  Once I had the space and tools available, I then taught myself how to use Microsoft FrontPage software that designs websites.  I then had to use the hosting tutorials to get it setup and installed on the server.  After I had my basic site up, I then found some of the extras that my hosting site offered.  One of these was to install this blogging software.  I began using it for a newsletter through my site but then recognized its potential for bigger things.  I experimented with a few software programs and found the one I like that allows multiple blogs so that each student could have their own. And it’s been one big experiment since.

· For the future, I hope to translate this at a minimum into a more widely used thing in my class.  I am also hoping to get approval to incorporate a new English and technology class at my school where it could be used even more and with other things.  I am also looking to apply to grants to get some more resources available to me.

· In the future I also plan to incorporate it into the school’s server as well as exploring other available blog software out there.  I would like software that is more user friendly and with good administrator controls

What were the technological glitches?

· I have had a couple issues with things such as spam and blocking visits from improper sites that show up on the pages

· Some of the setup of the program is not ideal, but overall the software has pretty decent controls and custom options.  It does however take a good deal of time to get setup at first (but it is only a one time setup at the beginning of the year.

· There are issues with logins and what I can or can’t allow for security purposes.

What worked well? What didn't?

· What works well is the idea itself.  I get fairly good responses to my prompts.  

· Thus far, the interaction between them and the comments they leave have been limited, but they may have a lot to do with the fact that I have been working on this with standard level sophomores.  I would suggest sing this with higher level students if I want to meet the bigger and better goals.

How did the kids respond?

· The majority of the kids have liked it.  Some resist it, but usually they are the ones who resist any writing whatsoever.  I have a feeling that once I begin using it more and requiring more through it that they will like it even more as it becomes more interactive.

· They enjoyed the chance to customize their pages and to write more freely.

Did you meet your goals? What could be done differently? Would you 

do  it again?

· I think  I have addressed many of my ideas for the future and how I have currently met my goals.  I certainly will continue to push forward with this assignment and I look forward to what it can produce.

Anything else important I missed?

· If you’d like to see my current students’ work, you can go to the site below for examples.  I usually have a page on my website linking to each kid’s page, but I am currently redesigning my website so I have not made that page this year as I will have it for me next redesign.  So you must link to the blog directly by typing:
www.englishforayerheads.com/blog

