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Overview:  Information Technology has affected the field of English studies in several ways:  in how inquiry in different areas of the field is pursued, in how the academic discourses communities of the field are constituted and communicate, and in how teaching and learning within the field are carried out.  In this seminar, we’ll consider why and how we might introduce technology into our teaching within English Studies, not just because it’s available and often encouraged if not mandated within our educational settings, but because it has altered in some significant ways the work we do and how we do it within the field.  In other words, as we teach our students to become more effective readers and writers, to engage in the study of literature, to understand the workings of language, we are inviting them into a world where each of these activities is being altered in significant ways by the use of information technology.  
· Does IT simply offer additional tools to make the same work easier, like moving from a pencil to a typewriter to a word processor?  
· Do the tools themselves alter the nature and effects of the activity in ways that are significant in how we conceptualize and understand the work we have traditionally done within the field?  
· Do they lead us to undertake new work in new ways? 

· What effect might all of this have on the ways in which we introduce the field to our students, inviting them into the academic community that we identify with?  
These are some of the questions that we will attempt to explore in this seminar.  The course is not primarily a how-to course, although we’ll build some shared understandings about available technologies and how we, as English teachers, might make effective use of them.  Rather, it will draw on current theorizing within New Literacy Studies to consider the following issues:
· How the multi-literacies and multiple modes of representation (including visual and audio) that students are exposed to and draw on in their technologically-mediated communication may affect their experience as readers and writer, speakers and listeners;  

· How we, as English teachers, can prepare our students to engage both actively and critically in a rapidly changing communicative environment while maintaining our traditional curricular focus on literature, language, reading, and writing;  

· How we can most effectively use the technological resources available to us in this process.
Course goals:  This course has four primary goals:  1) to reframe the work of the English classroom within a contemporary literacy context shaped by information technologies;  2) to explore a range of technological tools and teaching practices that are being used currently in the teaching of English in high school and college classrooms; 3) to consider, from a critical perspective, the ways in which these tools and practices may impact our teaching and to what extent they are compatible with the theoretical perspectives of our field;  4) to have participants develop (with peer critique) actual lessons and materials that they will be able to draw on in future technologically-mediated teaching.

Instructional Approach and Expectations:  In this seminar we will combine the reading and discussion of relevant texts with an introduction and application of several technologies that are being used in significant ways in English classes and the examination of relevant online resources.  We will use two online sites to complement our work in the classroom.  One is an interactive UMB English Department course website that we’ve designed to reflect our discipline’s teaching priorities [www.litandwriting.umb.edu]  The other is the UMass Online learning management system, WebCT, a generic site for all courses, across disciplines, system wide. [Sign in with UMass student ID and password at www.umassonline.net ]  We’ll use these sites to supplement our work in the classroom, in part to try out the features of online systems such as posting materials, threaded discussion and chat, and to reflect on what they contribute to teaching and learning and what difficulties they might pose, especially to new users.  

Because technologically-mediated instruction at the college level is increasingly being offered through online learning courseware (learning management systems) and because the impact of technology on our learning may be highlighted when we’re not meeting face-to-face in the classroom, this course is being taught as a blended course—meeting once a week in a classroom/computer lab, with online activity (using the university’s LMS—Web CT, and other resources) replacing the other class meeting—except for the final week of classes when both sessions will be held in the computer lab.  

Weekly expectations will involve 
· completing reading, 
· visiting relevant online sites, 
· extending the hands-on activities that we begin in the computer lab, 

· responding to a posted weekly discussion topic/questions through different sites—using the discussion feature of Web CT, the posting/response feature of the English department website, a class Wiki or blog, in a WebCT chat, etc.  

· keeping a personal response journal linking readings and your experiences in this course or in your teaching.  

I’ll ask you to take responsibility, in small groups, for a week’s discussion topic, posting guiding questions, responding to others’ postings, and summarizing key points that emerge across responses.  I’ll also ask you to contribute periodically by giving brief examples of your own experiences (as a teacher/learner/reader/writer) with the tools we explore.
From your weekly activities you’ll identify a technological tool that you’ll use in developing a final project and an area of interest for that project.  Final projects may also be done in pairs (and I’ll especially encourage pairings that match those who are not currently teaching with those who are). You’ll present your final project to the class in our last week of classes (July 10 and 12).

After a one-week introduction, the course will be organized into four main topics, with a hands-on activity for each topic, one of which will be developed in a final project.

Week 1—Introduction:  
Week 2—Technology and the Teaching of Writing.  

Week 3—Writing in New Genres
Week 4—Student Research and the Web

Week 5—Web Design and Reading the Web  

Week 6—Curriculum Resources and Assessment.  

Week 7—Final project presentations

Much of the work will contribute to a common class website that will be available as a resource for future teaching.

Evaluation of Student Performance
Final evaluation of student work will be based on a point system totaling 200 points
· Weekly readings and posted responses (10 each x 6)
60
· Groups responding/summarizing  (20)


20
· Weekly hand-on activity (10 x 6) 


60

· Weekly journal/log and final reflection
(20)

20

· Final project proposal  (5)



 5
· Final project (35)




35
We’ll generate rubrics for these activities.

The course is designed to offer a way into using technology in teaching, whatever your starting point.  I’ll assume that you use a word processor, have access to the internet, and have some experience with web crawlers/search engines such as Google or Yahoo. 
I anticipate that students will enter the course with very different levels of experience with technology.  To accommodate those differences, I’ll ask students to complete a preliminary skills inventory, to keep a log of time put into working on activities that draw on technology skills, and to include, with their projects, any ideas that they envisioned but lacked the technical skills to realize in the short time available for the project.  The above weightings are approximate, and students will have an opportunity to negotiate the balance to be used in their final grade.

Required Texts:

Kadjer, Sara B. The Tech-Savvy English Classroom.  Portland ME:  Stenhouse Publishers, 2003.
Other readings and resources:

Other readings will be on electronic reserve (indicated with ER), available through electronic data bases (with access info listed), or available electronically through links (indicated through underlining below) that will be active in the online version of the syllabus.  To access online articles through Healey Library databases, you will need your library barcode from your student ID.  
Anderson, Rebecca, John Bauer, and Bruce Speck, Eds.  Assessment Strategies for the On-line Class:  From Theory to Practice.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass, 2002.  pp. 31-36 on electronic reserve.
Clyde, William  and Andrew Delohery.  Using Technology in Teaching.  New Haven:  Yale University Press, 2005.  (for those teaching in college settings, in settings with learning management systems like Blackboard and WebCT).  Chapter 3  on  collaborative learning on electronic reserves.
Corrente, Richard. “Dragon Court World” in Kutz, Exploring Literacy.  New York:  Longman, 2004. (ER)
Crystal, David. “Weaving a Web of Linguistic Diversity.” The Guardian Weekly. January 25, 2001. [Link: http://www.onestopenglish.com/Culture/global/weaving.htm ]
Dyson, Ann.  “Coach Bombay’s Kids Learn to Write.  Children’s Appropriation of Media Material for School Literacy.”  Research in the Teaching of English 33(4), 1999, 367-402. (ER)

Fay, Elizabeth. "The Bluestocking Archive: Constructivism and Salon Theory Revisited."
Romanticism on the Net 10 (May 1998).  [users.ox.ac.uk/~scat0385/fay.html]
Firek, Hilve.  Ten Easy Ways to use Technology in the English Classroom.  Portsmouth NH:  Heinemann, 2003.  (Focused on high school settings. )  Chapter 7 on ER.
Fleckenstein, Kristie.   “Faceless students, virtual places: Emergence and communal accountability in online classrooms.”  Computers and Composition 22 (2), 2004, pp. 149-176.  Access through the Science Direct database. 

Gee, James Paul.  “Semiotic Domains:  Is Playing Video Games a ‘Waste of Time’”?  In What Video Games Have to Teach Us About Learning and Literacy.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2003. [ ER]
Grabe, Mark and Cindy.  “Ch. 6. “Learning with Internet Tools.”  In Integrating Technology for Meaningful Learning. 2nd ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998.  [ER]
Grabill, Jeffrey.  “On divides and interfaces: Access, class, and computers.”  Computers and Composition 20 (4), December 2003, pp. 455-472. [Science Direct Database]

Haas, Christina.  Ch. 4.  “Materiality and Thinking:  The Effects of Computer Technology on Writer’s Planning.” Writing Technology.  Studies on the Materiality of Literacy.  Mahwah NJ:  L. Erlbaum Assoc, 1996. (ER) 
Herrington, Anne and Charles Moran.  “What Happens When Machines Read Our Students’ Writing.”  College English 63(4), March 2001, pp.480-499. [JStor Database]

Kinzer, Charles and Kevin Leander.  “Technology and the Language Arts: Implications of an Expanded Definition of Literacy.  In Handbook of Research on Teaching the English Language Arts.  Ed. James Flood et al.  Mahwah, N.J. : L. Erlbaum Associates, 2003. (ER)

Kirtley, Susan. “Students’ views on technology and writing: The power of personal history.”  Computers and Composition 22 (2), 2004, pp. 209-230.  [Science Direct database.]
Kress, Gunther, and Theo van Leeuwen.  “The Meaning of Composition.”  Reading Images.  The Grammar of Visual Design.  New York:  Routledge, 1999. [ER]
Kutz, Eleanor and Denise Paster. “Introduction.”  Instructor’s Manual for Exploring Literacy.  New York:  Longman, 2004. (Link on English Course Website)

Kutz, Eleanor and Christian Pulver.  “New Technologies/New Literacies/New Communities:  How An Interactive Course Website Has Reframed the Study of Literacy and Discourse Communities in Freshman Writing.”  Proceedings of the Computers and Writing Conference.  June 2004.  (Link  Talks\Computers and Writing 2005\Kutz and Pulver CW 2005 talk.doc)
New London Group.  “A Pedagogy of Multiliteracies:  Designing Social Futures.”  Harvard Educational Review, 66(1), 60-92. Also included in Bill Cope and Mary Kalantzis, eds. Multiliteracies:  Literacy Learning and the Design of Social Futures.  London:  Routledge, 2000. 
Strenski, Ellen, Caley O. Feagin and Jonathan Singer.  “Email small group peer review revisited.” and Composition 22 (2), 2004, pp. 191-2008.  ( Science Direct database).
Warschauer, Mark.  Technology and Social Inclusion. Cambridge MA:  MIT Press, 2003.

Williams, Robin and John Tollett.  Selection from The Non-Designer’s Web Book. 2nd ed. Berkeley: Peachpit Press, 2000. [ER]
Yancey, Kathleen B.  “Looking for sources of coherence in a fragmented world: Notes toward a new assessment design.” Computers and Composition  21(1), March 2004, pp. 89-102.  [Science Direct Database]
Some websites to explore (a list we’ll expand).


http://kids-learn.org.  Student work in language arts from elementary school classrooms. 

http://www.faculty.umb.edu/elizabeth_fay/archive2.html. The Bluestocking Archive created by Elizabeth Fay and her students to support the study of women’s writing in the Romantic Period.

http://www.criticalreading.com/. Dan Kurland’s site introduces critical reading within and across genres and provides underpinnings in the study of language with a section on grammar—on how language works to support reading and writing.

http://www.freshman.umb.edu. Website for Freshman English at UMB with interactive pages for individual sections (password protected).  See sample sections under Teachers>Teaching with the Website>Website Course Models.

Online resources:

Webpage Templates and Tools: "Web Development"; "Teachnology: The Web Portal for Educators"; "Geocities Free"
Web-Based Crossword Puzzles, "Crossword Compiler"
On-line grammar exercises: "Visual Interactive Syntax Learning"; "Grammar Quizzes"; "Interactive Language Exercises on the Web made by HUT [Helsinki University of Technology] Students" Teaching grammar inductively: The Grammar Safari 

Weblogs: Creating blogs:  Blogger [www.blogger.com/start]; Searching blogs: bloogz  [http://www.bloogz.com/]
WebQuests:  http://WebQuest.org/ 

Wikis:

Creating rubrics:  http://rubistar.4teachers.org 
Content and lessons:  New York Times Learning Network [http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ ]  

On authors:  New York Times Audio Interviews and Recordings 

An internet tutorial: [ http://library.albany.edu/internet/ ]
For educators:  www.eschoolnews.com 

On copyright and fair use:  http://www.tandl.vt.edu/technology-ethicsWebQuest/scenarios.htm 
Additional resources:  available through library reserve (LR), or online through library catalog.

Grabe, Mark and Cindy.  Integrating Technology for Meaningful Learning. 2nd ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998. One chapter in ER readings.  Whole text offers good activities for introducing students to particular tools, developing particular skills. (LR)

Lawrence A. Tomei. Challenges of teaching with technology across the curriculum. Hershey, PA : Information Science Pub., c2003. (This is an electronic book that you can access with your UMB ID). 

Proposed Schedule

Week 1 –Introduction
Class 1 (5/29)  Introduction  Classroom and lab
Course overview. Brief overview of some current technology and teaching practices.  Intro to WebCt and English Website.  Framing of questions and issues re. technology and English studies.

Move to lab (Gold Lab:  HUL 0041)for 2nd ½ of class:  intro of website, WebCT, discussion session.
Class 2 (5/31)   Reframing the field  Online.  
Readings:

Kinzer and Leander.  Read pp. 546-550 carefully for an introduction to the way in which technology is affecting the definition of literacy within the field of English studies.  You may skim the rest, which we’ll return to in later weeks. 

Kadjer, Chapters 1-4
Complete activities in Week 1 on WEbCT course site.
Week 2--Technology and the Teaching of Writing

Class 3 (6/4)  Incorporating Technology into the Writing Classroom   (Lab)
Readings:

Kadjer, Ch. 6.  “Going Beyond Word Processing.”
Sites to visit:  http://www.inspiration.com/home.cfm.  Download free trial and experiment with its invention and organization features.
Use Word track changes and editing to respond to a student text (share in pairs).
Class 4 (6/6)
Dyson, Anne. “ Coach Bombay’s Kids Learn to Write” (ER)
Kirtley, Susan. “Students’ views on technology and writing: The power of personal history.”  Computers and Composition 22 (2), 2004, pp. 209-230.  [Science Direct database.]
Follow instructions on WebCT and English Course Website for Week 2.  Post a response to readings and respond to others’ postings on English Course site.
Week 3 Writing, Collaboration, and Community
Class 7 (6/10) Online Genres:   Wikis, Blogs, Google     (lab)

Readings:
Will Richardson.  “New Jersey High School learns the ABCs of blogging: Weblogs can create online forums for classroom discussion, and build student skills.”  T H E Journal (Technological Horizons In Education), June 2005, v32 p40f.  [Expanded Academic Index]
Sites to visit: 

Weblogg-ed.  Blog of Will Richardson on blogging and related technologies. [http://www.weblogg-ed.com/ ]

Weblog of high school students in response to Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees [http://weblogs.hcrhs.k12.nj.us/bees/ ] Weblog from high school English  

Blogs of linguistically/culturally diverse students with disabilities who have participated in the Cultural and Linguistic Diversity Transition Success Research Project of the University of Hawaii [http://www.cld.hawaii.edu/]
Generate Blogs, Wikis, Google Documents in lab

Class 8 (6/12) Using Technology to Create a Community of Writers and Readers (Online)
Readings:


Kadjer, Ch. 6.  “Creating Community:  Telecommunication and Teleinformation Tools.”


Clyde and Delohery.  Ch. 4. “Promoting Collaborative Learning.”

Fleckenstein.  “Faceless students, virtual places: Emergence and communal accountability in online classrooms.”  Computers and Composition 22 (2), 2004, pp. 149-176. [ Access through the Science Direct database. ]
Follow activities for Week 3 on Web CT site.  Post responses to a blog, Wiki, or Google document. 
Week 4—Student Research and the Web
Class 7 (6/19)—Guiding Student Research:  WebQuests  (lab)
Readings:  

Kadjer, Ch. 7. “Going on a WebQuest.”

In the lab you’ll explore Webquest resources and begin to design a short, focused WebQuest on a topic in the general area of English Studies that interests you.
Class 8 (6/21)  Redefining Learning and Moving Beyond WebQuests
Readings:


Kinzer and Leander, on “Expanding the Language Arts Curriculum,” pp. 556 to end.

John McEneaney, J.E.  “Learning on the Web:  A Content Literacy Perspective.”  Reading Online.  [http:/www.readingonline.org/articles/mceneaney]
Kadjer, Ch. 5.  “Reading the Web:  Information Literacy.”
Grabe, “Learning with Internet Tools”(ER)
Follow activities for week 4 on WebCT site.  Participate in chat and discussion.
Week 5-Technology, Readers, and the Web
Class 9  (6/26)  Reading Web Design Critically (lab)

Readings:


Kajder. Ch. 9. “Your-Class.com”

Williams and Tollett.  Ch. 6. “Basic Design Principles for Non-Designers.” (ER)
In class: Geocities website workshop
Class 10 (6/28) Reading the Web:  Hypertext and Hypermedia, and Visual Literacy  (online)
Readings:


Kinzer and Leander, on literacy practice in hypermedia environments, pp. 550-556. (ER)
Kadjer, Ch. 5.  Hypertext in the English Classroom.”
Kress, “The Meaning of Composition” (ER)
Sites to visit: 
"Mysteries" [link] hypertext fiction
The Blue Stocking Archive [http://www.faculty.umb.edu/elizabeth_fay/archive2.html.]

Freshman English [http://www.freshman.umb.edu]  
Follow activities for week 5 on WebCT site

Week 6—Teacher Resources:  Curriculum and Assessment
Class 11 (7/3)  Curriculum and Assessment Resources (lab)

We’ll explore various resources for teachers for curriculum and assessment and create drafts of final project rubrics.




Class 12 (6/28)— Assessing Student Learning in Technologically-Mediated Settings

Readings:

John Bauer. “Assessing Student Work from Chatrooms and Bulletin Boards.”   Robert Gray. “Assessing Students’ Written Projects.” In R. Anderson et al.  Assessment Strategies for Online Classes. Pp. 31-42. (ER)

Yancey, Kathleen B.  “Looking for sources of coherence in a fragmented world: Notes toward a new assessment design.”Computers and Composition  21(1), March 2004, pp. 89-102.  [Science Direct Database]

Herrington and Moran, “What Happens When Machines Read our Students’ Writing?”

Follow activities for Week 6 on WebCT site.
Week 7—Presentation 
Class 13 (7/10)  lab

Firek, Ch. 10. “Now Presenting.  Powerpoint and Beyond.”


Presentation Software and Student Projects


Project Presentations

Class 14 (7/12)  lab
Project Presentations

Other topics for individual exploration
Students’ Research into Their Own Technological Worlds and Literacies

Readings:

Corrente, “Dragon Court World”  (ER)
Video Games and Learning

Readings:  Gee, “Semiotic Domains ‘  (ER)
Exploring and Representing Language and Linguistic Diversity

Readings:

Crystal, David. “Weaving a Web of Linguistic Diversity.” The Guardian Weekly. January 25, 2001. [Link: http://www.onestopenglish.com/Culture/global/weaving.htm ]

Sites to visit:  

Dan Kurland [http://www.criticalreading.com/grammartoc.htm] 

Canadian Teacher’s Kit Census Lessons focusing on linguistic diversity [http://www.statcan.ca/english/kits/lang.htm] 

BBC Site on Learning English with resources for teachers and learners  [http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml]

Cribe, a chatroom in broken English [http://www.cup.com/bm7/cribe.htm]

 Reading Online


Haas, Ch. 3.  “Reading Online.”  (ER)
Sites to visit:


Words without Borders. [http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/] 
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