A Guide to Starting a Blog (or commenting on other blogs) at Blogger.com

1.  Go to www.blogger.com and create an account.  (You must create an account to comment on most blogs created through blogger, including our class blog.)  Be sure to make note of the username and password you use.

2.  Continue to the next page, where you’ll be asked to name your blog and give it a URL name.  Again, make note of these.  

3.  Continue to the next page, where you’ll have a choice of templates.  If you think you’ll want to link to other websites and blogs that interest you, it’s simplest to choose a template that has links.  (It’s possible to create links by making changes in the html of a different template, but if you’re a beginner, it’s not that easy.)

4.  Once you’ve selected a template, you’ll come to a page with four tabs:  posting, settings, template, and view blog.   Start with settings and go to the members tab.  You can choose whether you want your blog to be commented on only by members you invite (such as members of this class), by anyone who is a registered user of blogger, or by the whole world.  I’ve been told that restricting commenting to registered users cuts down on spam comments.  You can choose to receive an email when someone posts a comment.
You can delete blog under the template setting.

5.  Go back to posting to make your first post.

6.  View blog to see your post.  You can post any comments or any writing (vignettes, etc.) that you choose.  Each new post will come up on top of the others.
7.  Email me the name and URL for your blog and I will create a link to our class blog.

Continuing:

Spend some time exploring the Blogger site, looking at the different tabs and their functions.

Look at other blogs on topics that interest you.  Each time you sign in to Blogger, a dashboard page comes up that will show all blogs you’ve created.  That page also has links for

· Creating or editing a profile and uploading a picture

· Blogger help  (a very useful section)

· Blogs of note
· Recently updated blogs

· A Google blog search site that will allow you find other blog entries on topics that interest you

When you discover something useful about working in Blogger, share it with your classmates under the “tips” comment on our class blog.

Powerful Blogs depend on

--a sense of purpose

--a point of view

--quality of presentation.

