276G_Final Project Guidelines:  Reshaping Your Writing for Different Media
The final project will have three components:


1. Reshaping some of your earlier work (or creating something new)


2. Presenting that reshaping to the class

3. Reflecting/commenting on that reshaping, the medium, and your choices to the class
Options:
A.  A blog.  Establish a creative nonfiction blog, building from the Blogger.com blog you’ve created (or from another blog site if you prefer).  The purpose of this blog is to provide a place to support several examples of your creative non-fiction writing (the equivalent of 3 vignettes or 1 or 2 longer pieces. 

· Think about what would be interesting for people to read in this medium.  If you’re drawing on a longer essay, select a few key segments and post them in several separate posts. Each posting should be substantial but not too big for readers to take in.  (Vignette-sized?) Look at other creative non-fiction blogs and see what feels right to you as a reader.  Add appropriate images and links to sites that inspired you.
 Name your posts in ways that will show any relationships you want to build between them.  Remember that posts will appear in reverse order on your page, so readers will encounter the latest one first.  If you want to suggest a different order to the reader, signal that as you name the topic

(e.g. Polar bears 3:   ______

        Polar bears 2:________

        Polar bears 1:________)

· Class presentation:  Show your blog, read a posting, talk about the choices you made and how the medium affected your reshaping of your writing

(An alternative is to create a literary blog, a genre in which writers reflect and comment on the work of other writers.  You might create such a blog based on the work of other writers in this class, on work we’ve read (drawing on your own earlier postings to our website), on other creative non-fiction writing.  Or you could create a blog of creative political commentary or literary reporting.)

B.  Plan a “This American Life”-type oral performance.  

· Craft a piece of writing (reshaping something you’ve already written or creating something new, for oral delivery)

Rehearse it for effective performance (trying it out in front of others to get your delivery and timing right).  You don’t need to fully memorize the piece, but you should know it very well so that you can tell it, not read it.  Watch/listen to other performance—slam/performance poetry, TAL segments, for inspiration.  Post links to these on your blog.
· Presentation:  Perform your piece.  Then talk about the choices you made in shaping it for oral delivery and what influenced those choices.  Post your reshaped piece and reflections to your blog (or to our class website).

C.  Other options:  Propose an alternative final project for a different medium (e.g. video, PowerPoint).  Present what you’ve reshaped plus a reflection on the effects of the medium you’ve chosen. 

