EN 658: BOSTON & NEW YORK         

Thurs.  4:00-6:30

SHAUN O’CONNELL 
Office hours (W-6-027): Tues. 7:00-8:00 AM & Thurs. 2:00-3:30 PM & by appointment 

E-mail: shaun.oconnell@umb.edu

        
EN 658 website: http://www.litandwriting.umb.edu/
JAN
     29

Introduction: 
Whitman and Emerson   
FEB
       5

Boston 

From Winthrop to Hawthorne: selections posted

     P1  






     12

NYC

Irving, Dickens, Hone, Strong, Melville: “Bartleby, the Scrivener”


     19

James

The Bostonians





     CP

     26

James

The American Scene: Boston and New York City

     CP

      
MAR      5

Howells

A Hazard of New Fortunes 



     CP
            12

Crane

Maggie, A Girl of the Streets   



     CP






         




          PAPER

     
    19

SPRING VACATION



            26
        
Crane

“An Experiment in Misery,” “An Experiment in Luxury,”
     CP





“The Men in the Storm,” “An Eloquence of Grief,”






“Adventures of A Novelist”




Dunne

“Mr. Dooley Finds Life in New York too Exciting” (Resources)



Riordan

Plunkett of Tammany Hall 






                          Thesis topic, outline & bibliography
APR      2
      
Wharton
The Age of Innocence 
 
 9
       Marquand
       The Late George Apley




CP

            16
       Boston & NYC   Coming-of-age Tales: 

       Baldwin, “Notes of A Native Son” & Hentoff, Boston Boy
CP

    23 

NYC 

The Jewish Intellectuals & Bellow, Seize the Day        
     CP

  

    30

Boston

“’Other’ Voices” (see Resources)    


     CP










MAY      7

Boston

Past & Present: Lowell, Life Studies & For the Union Dead   CP

     





& “There it Was” (see Resource)
REQUIREMENTS
1]
Brief paper (P1) -- no more than one page, no cover sheet, double-spaced, 1" margins, 11 point font -- 
 
containing the following: 1] your name & email address; 2] your reason for taking this course; 3] one

 
brief paragraph naming your favorite work of fiction, poetry or essay which portrays NYC or Boston and 


explaining your choice.  (Pass in & post on course website.)
2]
One critical paragraph (CP), no more than one double-spaced page, each class (starting class #3:

 
10 total), which focuses upon a key passage, offers a line of inquiry, poses a question or otherwise 


facilitates discussion (analysis or evaluation) of the work at hand.

3]
One four-to-five page paper, which may be an expansion of one or more critical paragraphs.

4] 
Thesis statement and bibliography for research paper.

5] 
At least one conference.

6] 
One research paper, which may be an expansion of the four-to-five page paper: approximately 


10-15 pp., approximately 3,000-4,000 words.

Tales of two cities, contrasting embodiments of the American dream: Boston, the Hub of the Solar System, and New York City, Gotham.  Long-time rivals (The Red Sox vs. the Yankees), yet parallel universes of immigration, culture and education.  These actual and symbolic sites have long been both celebrated and damned by American writers who have set themselves and their representative characters in complex and imaginatively-charged relations to these cities.  Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, Henry James, Edith Wharton, Stephen Crane, F. Scott Fitzgerald and James Baldwin are among those who memorialized their visions of New York City, while Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry James, William Dean Howells, Robert Lowell and others shaped their images of Boston.
READINGS

James

The Bostonians


Penguin


0140432256 



The American Scene

Penguin 


014043416-x






http://www2.newpaltz.edu/~hathaway/americanscene.html
Howells

A Hazard of New Fortunes
Penguin


140439236
Crane

Maggie, A Girl of the Streets and Other Tales of New York









Penguin


0140437328

Wharton
The Age of Innocence

Penguin


014018970x

Marquand
The Late George Apley

Back Bay


0316735671

Baldwin

Notes of A Native Son

Beacon Press


0807064319
Hentoff

Boston Boy 2nd ed.

Dry, Paul Books


096796752x

Bellow

Seize the Day


Penguin


0142437611

Lowell

Life Studies & For the Union Dead
FSG


0374506280
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