Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977)
1899: 

VN born (April 22) in St. Petersburg.

1916: 

VN inherits 2,000 acre estate, later confiscated by Soviets.  Poems privately published.

1917-18:
VN’s father elected to Constitutional Assembly; family moves to Crimea.

1919: 

Family moves to Berlin.  VN takes up studies at Trinity College, Cambridge.

1922: 

VN’s father assassinated by monarchists.

1923: 

VN graduates from Cambridge, publishes two books of poetry and moves to Berlin.

1925: 

VN marries Vera Slonim. 
1934: 

Son, Dimitri, born. 

1940: 

Nabokovs emigrate to America.  VN becomes research fellow at Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, and lecturer at Wellesley College. (1942-48). VN becomes US citizen. (1945)  VN becomes Professor of Russian and European Literature, Cornell University. (1948)

Works: Mary (1926), King, Queen, Knave (1928), The Defense & The Eye (1930), Glory & Laughter in the Dark (1932), The Gift & Invitation to a Beheading. (1937-38) The Real Life of Sebastian Knight (1941), Nickolai Gogol (1944), Bend Sinister (1947), Speak, Memory (1951), Lolita (1955), Pnin (1957), Nabokov’s Dozen (1958), Pale Fire (1962), Ada (1969) 
“When you read Lolita, please mark that it is a highly moral affair.” – VN to Edmund Wilson, 1956.

Lolita is not “about sex but about love.” – Lionel Trilling.  

Lolita is “bad as a work of art” and “morally bad – though certainly not obscene or pornographic.” – Kingsley Amis.
"Everything about Lolita is parodic, a celebration of the counterfeit; its methods based on mirrors and reflections….Nabokov's use of language is itself a parody of language, self-consciousness played back as self-reflexive fiction....The address to the reader, the breakdown of tone, the intrusion of authorial voice by means of the narrator all suggest an author so contemptuous of his readers that he feels he can do anything and escape." -- Frederick R. Karl, American Fictions 1940-1980 (New York: Harper & Row, 1983)

Interpretation options: "Nabokov is complicitous with his paedophiliac protagonist and his novel is morally opprobrious; Nabokov is comically exposing his protagonist and his novel is morally alert; Nabokov is playing an aesthetic game and moral considerations are irrelevant to his artistic design." -- Tony Hifler, American Fiction Since 1940 (London: Longman, 1992)
“Humbert is a moral monster, as the novel shows in such detail.  One of the marvels of the book is that while it presents such damning facts it also allows Humbert full scope to lure inattentive readers into acquiescence -- until Nabokov confronts them with their facile complicity.”-- Brian Boyd, Vladimir Nabokov: The American Years (Princeton University Press, 1991).

-----

VN: 

Let the credulous and vulgar continue to believe that all mental woes can be cured by a daily application of old Greek myths to their private parts.

I tend more and more to regard the objective existence of all events as a form of impure imagination -- hence my inverted commas around "reality."

[Lolita was written because] it was an interesting thing to do.  Why do I write any of my books, after all?  For the sake of pleasure, for the sake of the difficulty. -- from Strong Opinions



The moral sense in mortals is the duty



We have to pay on mortal sense of beauty.
