Lolita topics

  1]
What is the function and effect of John Ray’s foreword on our reading of the novel?

  2]
What is the purpose and effect of having Humbert Humbert as the narrator?

  3]
Discuss the importance (plot, theme) of Charlotte Haze in Lolita.
  4]
"You can always count on a murderer for a fancy prose style." HH addressed "ladies and gentlemen of the jury." (9) What is the function and effect of HH’s florid and various prose style?

  5]
Nabokov said Lolita was written because “it was an interesting thing to do.  Why do I write any of my books, after all?  For the sake of pleasure, for the sake of the difficulty.” Is this a helpful explanation of the novel?

  6]
HH’s involvements with other women, before Lolita, are included: Annabel, Valeria, Monique.  What do these involvements contribute to our understanding of HH, of Lolita?

  7]
What are we to make of the "dazzling coincidences" that mark Lolita?

  8]
Nabokov said “I am trying to be an American writer.”  What is the vision of America reflected in Lolita?

  9]
Discuss the implications of HH’s claim: the sentence "Lolita had been safely solipsized." (60)

10]
Lionel Trilling said that Lolita is “about love,” not “about sex but about love.” Do you agree?

11]
On the other hand, another critic, Frederick R. Karl, says “everything about Lolita is parodic, a celebration of the counterfeit; its methods based on mirrors and reflections.” Do you agree?  Are the critical position of Trilling and Karl mutually exclusive?

12]
Discuss the importance of Clare Quilty (plot, theme, method) in Lolita.  Note the double or Doppelgänger theme.

13]
"I have only words to play with!," says HH. (32)  Discuss the importance of games in Lolita.


(Note the role of Gaston Godin.)

14]
What are the implication of the last lines of the novel?  "I am thinking of aurochs [extinct bison or ox] and angels, the secret of durable pigments, prophetic sonnets, the refuge of art.  And this is the only immortality you and I may share, my Lolita." 

15]
"When you read Lolita, please mark that it is a highly moral affair," Nabokov wrote to Edmund Wilson in 1956; on the other hand, he wrote "Lolita has no moral in tow" in "On a Book Entitled Lolita."  What are we to think?

