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EN 656  
      CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FICTION   
              W-1-0051   TH  4:00
Office hours (W-6-027): Tues. 9:00-10:00 & Thurs. 9:00-10:00, 3:00-4:00 & by appointment 

E-mail: shaun.oconnell@umb.edu

        EN 656 website: www.litandwriting.umb.edu
JAN
31
Introduction
Modernism & Post-modernism in American fiction
FEB
  7
Nabokov
Lolita (1955)



BP


14
Bellow

Seize the Day (1956)


CP





21
Roth

Goodbye, Columbus (1959)

CP



28
Updike

Rabbit, Run (1960)


CP
      Paper due





MAR
  6
O'Connor
Everything that Rise Must Converge (1965)











CP & RP topics due



13 
Carver

Cathedral (1984)


CP        


20
SPRING VACATION







27
Morrison
Beloved (1987)

            CP & RP thesis & bib.



APR
  3
DeLillo

Libra (1988)



CP



            10
DeLillo

Libra (1988)



RP opening graphs &
 









oral report






Conferences by arrangement


17
No Class
ACIS Conference (Iowa)


24 
O'Brien
The Things they Carried (1990)
CP

MAY
  1
Lahiri
          
Interpreter of Maladies (1999)
CP



  8
Research Paper due.  




Discussion of research paper & contemporary American fiction. 

Required portfolio: 
1]
A brief paper (BP) (no more than one page, no cover sheet, double-spaced, 1" margins, 11 point
 
font) containing the following: 1) your name & email address; 2) your reason for taking this course; 

3) one brief paragraph naming your favorite work of contemporary (post-1945) American fiction and 

explaining your choice.  (Pass in & post on course website.)
2]
One critical paragraph (CP), posted on the course website, each class (starting class #3:
 
9 total), which focuses upon a key passage, offers a line of inquiry, poses a question or otherwise 

facilitates discussion (analysis or evaluation) of the work at hand.

3]
One four-to-five page paper, which may be an expansion of one or more critical paragraphs.

4] 
Thesis statement and bibliography for research paper.

5] 
At least one conference.

6] 
One research paper (RP), which may be an expansion of the four-to-five page paper: 

approximately 10-15 pp., approximately 3,000-4,000 words.
EN369
CONT AMERICAN FICTION



#6997


TT  10:00



O’CONNELL





CATEGORY:  C


This course examines significant works of American fiction written in the last half-century, a period of dramatic changes in American manners and values, a period of consolidation and improvisation in American fiction.  These works, in form and substance, reflect America's debate between those who see "good in the old ways" and those who try to "make it new.”  Emphasis upon both continuity and experimentation, reflected in a range of fictional voices, styles, forms and visions.  These works demonstrate the variety and vitality of contemporary American fiction.  
Goals:
1]
to examine, discuss and write about several of the most achieved works by American novelists;
2]
to discuss the transition from modernism to post-modernism in these works;
3]
to discuss the interrelationships, aesthetic & thematic, between these authors and their works;
4] 
to examine the development of an American style and voice;
5]
to read these works as projections of authors’ visions of America;
6]
to read these works as implied position papers on the forms in which they were written;
7]
to treat these works as occasions of critical commentary in papers and reports;
8]
to conduct appropriate research in order to enlarge and enrich our understanding of selected works;
9] 
to write a critical paper, drawing on secondary sources, which incorporates several of these goals.
