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Hawthorne & Melville

August, 1850.  NYC attorney David Dudley Field Jr., who had grown up in Stockbridge and written a history of the Berkshires, proposed a meeting of N.Y. & N.E. writers, Melville, Hawthorne and others.  (Melvilles stayed at Broadhall, in Pittsfield.)  Evert Duyckinck & Cornelius Matthews invited to Melville house.  (Mathews, editor and author, would write about picnic in Literary World; Duyckinck reissued NH’s Mosses and probably hoped to woo NH away from Ticknor & Fields.)  August 5th: O.W. Holmes and J.T. Fields (with bride) joined group at Field estate, Eden Hill, designed by F.L. Olmsted.  Monument Mountain, setting of Bryant’s “The Story of the Indian Girl.”  Climb to top.  View of valley of the Housatonic, Greylock.  Melville climbs rock ledge.  Return to dinner at Field’s house.  Hawthorne in great spirits.  White Jacket discussed.  Holmes & Melville argue over the relative superiority of English and American authors, while Hawthorne looks on.  (Though Fields recalled Hawthorne defending Americans.)  Men explore Ice Glen, while NH & HM continue conversation.  Sophia Hawthorne finds “Mr. Typee…interesting,” seeing “Fayaway in his face.”  Catharine Maria Sedgwick, the first lady of American letters (A New England Tale, Hope Leslie) who lived in Lenox, joins them.  Melville takes brother Allan to visit Shaker community in Lebanon.  The next day they visit Hawthorne in his Lenox “red shanty.”  Hawthorne liked Melville, 14 years younger, and invited him to spend more time.  August 9th Melville writes “Hawthorne and His Mosses” for Duyckinck’s Literary World (8/17 & 8/24).  Attacks sectionalism (Knickickerbocker School vs. Boston Anglophiles) in voice of Virginian in Vermont.  Called for a literature which was Shakespearean, democratic.  Posed NH as the new American Bard.  NH, likes WS, speaks through his dark characters.
  Matthews & Duyckinck founded literary circle called “Young America” (after the call of Mazzini for a “Young Italy” & similar groups in Ireland & Poland) in 1838; Duyckink drew Melville in (1846), becoming part of its circle after his brother, Gansevort, died.  These New York Democrats opposed Anglophilia & called for an American national literature.  John L. O’Sullivan, founder of United States Magazine and Democratic Review, asked in 1839 “when will it breathe the spirit of our republican institutions?”  DR published most of Hawthorne’s Mosses & O’Sullivan became friend of Hawthorne & godfather to Una.  O’Sullivan coined “Manifest Destiny” in 1845 in support of campaign to annex Texas.  Duyckinck opposed expansion and wanted to separate from Political Young America.  Melville’s essay on Hawthorne his “Young America literary manifesto” (Rogin, 74.)   Melville attacked “literary flunkeyism toward England,” calling upon writers to “carry republican progressiveness into Literature as well as into Life.”  For Melville Hawthorne’s “Earth’s Holocaust” burned out old institutions.  When he wrote Pierre, two years later, he saw Young America as a fraud, but his “Mosses” essay led to the celebration in Moby-Dick of the democratic artist – a national literature based on the jeremiad.
“Hawthorne and His Mosses”:
“You may be witched by his sun light, -- transported by the bright gildings in the skies he builds over you; -- but there is a blackness of darkness beyond.”  (Declaration of literary independence.  See Emerson’s “The American Scholar” & Whitman’s 1855 preface to Leaves.)  

Hawthorne’s “great power of blackness” derived from that “Calvinistic sense of Innate Depravity and Original Sin, from whose visitations, in some shape or other, no deeply thinking mind is always and wholly free.”  

“I feel that this Hawthorne has dropped germinous seeds into my soul.  He expands and deepens down, the more I contemplate him; and further, and further, shoots his strong New England roots into the hot soil of my Southern soul.”
“For spite of all the Indian-summer sunlight on the hither side of Hawthorne’s soul, the other side – like the dark half of the physical sphere – is shrouded in blackness, ten times black.”
‘For genius, all over the world, stands hand in hand, and one shock of recognition runs the whole circle round.”

After meeting Hawthorne, Melville decides to recast Moby-Dick and move to Berkshires, buying Arrowhead in September.
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