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E 651
Nineteenth-Century American Literature 
Mondays 4:00-6:30
Shaun O’Connell


Office hours (W-6-027): Mon. 1:30-3:30; Tues. 12:00-1:00  & by appointment 
E-mail: shaun.oconnell@comcast.net

E419 website: www.litandwriting.umb.edu
SEPT
11

Introduction
  
18

Cooper


The Last of the Mohicans (1826)


1 pp. Paper
  
25

Sedgwick

Hope Leslie (1827)
OCT
  2

Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter (1850)



Melville


“Hawthorne and His Mosses (1851)







“The Piazza” (1856)

9 COLUMBUS DAY

  
16

Whitman

Leaves of Grass: The First Edition (1855)
Paper due
  
23

Jacobs


Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl (1860) 
RP topics due
  
30 

Twain


“Old Times on the Mississippi” (1875) 

James


The Portrait of A Lady (1881)
NOV
  6

James


The Portrait of A Lady



RP thesis

 











& bibliography
  
13

Howells


A Hazard of New Fortune (1890)

20

Howells


A Hazard of New Fortune


RP opening pp.

27

Crane


Maggie, Girl of the Streets and Other Tales of New York (1893)
DEC
  4

Chopin


The Awakening and Selected Stories  (1899)
11 

Wharton

The Age of Innocence
 (1920)
18

Research Papers Due
WORKS

Cooper


The Last of the Mohicans

Penguin

0140390243


Sedgwick

Hope Leslie



Penguin

0140436766

Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter


Penguin

0142437263
Melville


“The Piazza” & “Hawthorne and His Mosses”


various websites
Whitman

Leaves of Grass: The First (1855)
Penguin

0140421998
Jacobs


Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl
Harvard


0674002717
James


The Portrait of A Lady


Penguin

0141439637

Howells


A Hazard of New Fortune

Penguin

0140439234 

Twain


“Old Times on the Mississippi”
http://docsouth.unc.edu/twainold/twain.html
Crane


Maggie, Girl of the Streets and Other Tales of New York












Penguin

0140437328


Chopin


The Awakening & Selected Stories         Penguin


01424372328

Wharton

The Age of Innocence


Penguin

014018970x
This course will focus on nineteenth-century writers who shaped the idea of an America literature: James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Henry James, Mark Twain, William Dean Howells, Stephen Crane, Edith Wharton and others.  In addition we will discuss several key works of literary criticism that have defined and redefined the American literary tradition: by F.O, Matthiessen, Alfred Kazin, R.W.B. Lewis, Richard Chase, Leslie Fiedler, Jane Tomkins and others.

Required portfolio containing the following: 
1]
A brief paper (no more than one page, no cover sheet, double-spaced, 1" margins, 11 point font) contains


the following: 1] your name & email address; 2] your reason for taking this course; 3] one brief paragraph naming

 
your favorite work of American fiction and explaining your choice.
2]
One critical paragraph, no more than one double-spaced page, each class (starting class #3: 10 total), which 

focuses upon a key passage, offers a line of inquiry, poses a question or otherwise facilitates discussion 

(analysis or evaluation) of the work at hand.  Each paper should focus upon a key passage, offer a line of inquiry, 

pose a question or otherwise facilitate discussion (analysis or evaluation) of the work at hand.
3]
One four-to-five page paper, which may be an expansion of one or more critical paragraphs.

4] 
Thesis statement and bibliography for research paper.

5] 
At least one conference.

6] 
One research paper, which may be an expansion of the four-to-five page paper: approximately 10-15 pp.,

approximately 3,000-4,000 words.

Goals:

1]
to examine, discuss and write about several of the most achieved and influential works by American novelists in the 19th century; 

2]
to discuss the arc from romanticism to realism in 19th Century America;
3]
to discuss the interrelationships between these authors and their works;
4] 
to examine the development of an American style and voice;
5]
to read these works as projections of authors’ visions of America;
6]
to read these works as implied position papers on the forms in which they were written;
7]
to treat these works as occasions of critical commentary in papers and reports;

8]
to conduct appropriate research in order to enlarge and enrich our understanding of selected works;

9]
to write a critical paper, which incorporates several of the goals noted above.

CRITICAL WORKS

Baym, Nina

Feminism and American Literary History

Rutgers UP (1992)




Women’s Fiction: A Guide to Novels by and About Women in America (1820-70)










Univ. Ill. Press (1993)

Bell, Michael Davitt
The Problem of American Realism: Studies in the Cultural History of A Literary Idea










University of Chicago Press (1993)

Brodhead, Richard H.
The School of Hawthorne


Oxford UP (1986)




The Culture of Letters



University of Chicago Press (1993)

Chase, Richard

The American Novel and Its Tradition

Johns Hopkins UP (1957)

Delbanco, Andrew
Required Reading: Why Our American Classics Matter Now  FSG (1997)

Fiedler, Leslie

Love and Death in the American Novel

Dalkey Archive Press (1960)

Fisher, Philip

Hard Facts: Setting and Form in the American Novel 
 Oxford UP (1985)

Kaplan, Amy

The Social Construction of American Realism
University of Chicago Press (1988)

Kazin, Alfred

An American Procession: The Major American Writers from 1830 to 1930

--The Crucial Century


Knopf (1984)
Klimasmith, Betsy
At Home in the City: Urban Domesticity in American Literature and Culture 1850-1930










Univ. N.H. (2005)
Kolodny, Annette
Lay of the Land: Metaphor as Experience and History in American Life and Letters










Univ. of N.C. Press (1975)

Lawrence, D.H.

Studies in Classic American Literature

Viking Press (1923)

Lewis, R.W.B.

The American Adam: Innocence, Tragedy, and Tradition in the Nineteenth Century










University of Chicago Press (1955)
Marks, Leo

Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral Ideal in America   Oxford UP (1964)
Matthiessen, F.O.
American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman










Oxford UP (1941)
Porte, Joel

The Romance in America: Studies in Cooper, Poe, Hawthorne, Melville and James










Wesleyan UP (1969)

Reynolds, David S.
Beneath the American Renaissance: The Subversive Imagination in the Age of Emerson 

and Melville



Harvard UP (1988)




Walt Whitman’s America: A Cultural Biography
Knopf (1995)

Shi, David E.

Facing Facts: Realism in American Thought and Culture 1850-1920  Oxford UP (1964)

Smith, Henry Nash
Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth  Harvard UP (1950)

Tanner, Tony

The Reign of Wonder: Naivety and Reality in American Literature  Cambridge UP (1965)



The American Mystery



Cambridge UP (2000)
Tompkins, Jane

Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of American Fiction 1790-1860  Oxford UP (1985)
