EN 459   
Guidelines for Final Paper  


The purpose of your final paper is to connect the ‘word’ of this course with the ‘world’ of your tutoring--that is to integrate theory and practice by examining some aspect of actual tutoring in light of course texts. Whatever issue you decide to pursue should ideally grow out of work that has intrigued or engaged you during the semester. The point is to use real data, describing and analyzing actual tutoring sessions/tutoring in light of both readings and coursework. 

Possible topics include:

· the development of your own strategies as a tutor (e.g., moving from linear to strategic tutoring; comparing past and present tutoring experiences)

· a dilemma that you have struggled with as a tutor

· one issue that several students struggled with (e.g., taking a stance)

· your work with one student over the course of the semester

· comparing two students with similar issues

· comparing the writing produced by students exposed to two very different teaching approaches

· the development of one paper and the tutoring for that paper

· cultural issues that seem to affect the writing of students you tutored

Requirements: 

· Be sure to include data from tutoring sessions.

· All papers should draw on at least two texts we have read and include a reference list. 

· Graduate students: please also reference at least one additional outside article/chapter that was not on our required reading list (e.g., drawn from chapters in NAL, sources at the end of assigned articles, the bibliography in the course packet, your own research, or conversations with me).  

· You may want to interview students or instructors about their perspectives on the issue or topic of your paper.
· Undergraduate papers should be 6-8 pages long (typed, double-spaced).  Graduate papers should be 12-15 pages long (not counting appendices such as sample student papers, assignments, etc.).

 Due Dec. 19th noon (Elsa’s office) 

Possible paper types

1. Case study: A case study is a reflective account of your work with one writer over the course of the semester.  It might include:

•
any relevant background information about the writer and the context for your work with him/her

· your understanding/assessment of the student’s writing when you began working together (starting point)

· what you did together, what informed your decisions as a tutor (with references to the text/s), how the student’s writing changed; include as much specific detail as possible in terms of your tutoring strategies, the student’s responses, and examples of his/her writing.

· how you addressed teacher comments if relevant

· analysis of specific pieces of writing from various points during the semester (this means asking students to save drafts, and collecting things along the way)

· your analysis of what happened (how you make sense of your work with this student, both in terms of changes in yourself and in terms of changes in the student’s writing)

· the student’s perspective on your work together (you might even interview the student)

· the instructor’s perspective on the student’s development

2. Analysis of the development of one paper and the tutoring for that paper: this analysis will trace the development of the paper through several drafts, explaining your rationale for what you did at various points in terms of our coursework. Here you would deconstruct your approach to tutoring, examine the changes between drafts and how you make sense of them, if possible including:

· a copy of each draft of the paper

· an analysis of the issues you identified at each stage and the changes from one to the next

· your schema for tutoring at each stage and the rationale for it 

· an account of what actually happened in the tutoring 

· the student’s perspective on the sessions (what went well, what they learned, how they see the draft developing,  what they’d like changed in the tutoring, etc.)
· a critique of your work (strengths, things you might do differently, etc.).
3. Exploration of a tutoring dilemma:  Use the tree diagram or the spiral:  explore your experience (with careful documentation), frame the various aspects of the dilemma, reflect about the dilemma in light of readings and interviews, develop/hypothesize about strategies etc.

4. Research report on a tutoring issue or dilemma (e.g., helping students who have trouble taking a stance—or some other topic from TPT):  The goal of this type of paper is to see how several researchers approach a specific tutoring/teaching question from somewhat different- sometimes complementary--angles. Your paper could compare two or more articles that address the same general question and then connect what you read to our dialogue over the course of the semester, relating it to relevant discussions, and tutoring issues which we have explored.  You might: 

· identify the issue or question that the articles address and explain why it is of concern for tutors and composition teachers

· summarize each researcher’s methods, key findings, and perspectives on the question (with illustrative examples if possible)

· relate the sources with each other (and with other coursework) so that you are weaving an integrated whole (as opposed to presenting a string of summaries)

· explore implications and applications of their work for tutoring, relating it to your practice as a tutor

· talk back to the researchers or engage them in dialogue, and/or point to questions that their work raises 

