12.2.2--Analyzing style in spoken and written language
This worksheet focuses on analyzing texts for syntactic features of associated with a more spoken or more written style (according to Chafe)--features associated with fragmentation vs. integration and involvement vs. detachment. Choose two passages from a piece of literature that contains dialogue, one in which there is direct discourse representation of spoken language and the other without a spoken account. (The two passages from Doyle 9 and 10 on Paula’s first wank are good ones to work with.) Count the occurrences of the following spoken/written style features in each text: 

Features associated with fragmentation: 
Incomplete sentences

Coordinators

Repetition of words

Predicate adjectives (The house was old.)

Integrative Features 
Subordinators

Series of repeated elements (e.g. infinitive phrases: he likes to run, to jump, and to ride)

Attributive adjectives preceding a noun (The old house)

Nominalizations (verb forms, such as nominalize made into nouns), other category changes (such as adjectives-- nominal into verbs--nominalize)

 Participles (with ing, ed, en)

 Relative clauses (with who, which, that)

Complement clauses (He learned that. . .)

Conjoined phrases (She threw it high and caught it low.)

Involvement Features
First and second person references 

References to the speaker's mental processes (I think, I mean) 

Monitoring of information flow (You know?) 

Emphatic particles (just, really) 

Fuzziness (that stuff) 

Direct quotes 

Detachment Features 

Passive Voice (The window was broken.) 

Do you think that the author, through the direct words of a fictional speaker or through indirect discourse has involved the listeners/readers in the segment of text that you've analyzed, and, if so, what do you think contributes most significantly to that involvement? 

