Reading assignment L&L Ch. 1

1. Read Chapter 1 to p. 16, pausing after Melanie's story about meeting some boys at the museum of science. 

This exchange between Melanie, the almost 13 year old storyteller, and her friends Shanna and Karen (who is only a listener at this moment), is one of many I recorded among my daughter's friends in their pre-teenage years. What does your initial reading this exchange suggest to you about the ideas and meanings being offered here, about the purposes of the speakers, and about their strategies for creating coherent stories/conversations?  Make your own informal notes about this exchange.

Then listen to the audio file of the science museum story.  What does listening to these speakers add to your initial understanding.

2.  Continue reading Chapter 1 to the end, paying particular attention to the discussion of Halliday's functions of language on pp. 16 and 17.  Post your questions about this content, as well as your working, preliminary understanding of at least one concept, to the language concept discussion.

