Reading Tannen_Imagery and Detail
Tannen's book, "Talking Voices," explores the literary/aesthetic qualities of spoken language and the ways in which the involvement characteristic of spoken language may be created in literature, particularly through repetition, the representation of direct discourse, and the use of details. (Tannen is drawing on and extending Chafe's work.) In this chapter, Tannen gives examples of the ways in which details work to create involvement, looking first at a dinner table conversation, and then at implications for literature. I'll post a worksheet for applying Tannen's analysis of details to other texts in session 12.2.
