Worksheet 5.4 Forms of Evaluation in Narrative Syntax (Labov)

Evaluation draws on a variety of ways of suggesting the meaning/significance of the events in a narrative, the answer to the question “So what?”  In evaluating what’s going on, the narrator suspends narrative action and interrupts the sequence of temporally ordered clauses of the core narrative’s complicating action. 
External evaluation 

a. the narrator stops the narrative to say what the point is

b. the narrator tells the listener what he/she thought at the moment of the events. 


(indirect discourse addressed to listener)

Embedded evaluation

c. the narrator quotes what he/she was thinking at the moment of the events.

d. the narrator quotes his/her words to someone else in the story

e. the narrator introduces a third person/character who evaluates the actions, quoting that character’s words
f. the narrator uses evaluative action, telling what people/characters were experiencing vs. what they said (often with the verb “to be” –“they were screaming”—vs. the narrative/complicating action—“they screamed.”)
g. The narrator departs from basic narrative syntax, using
1) intensifiers:  

gestures in spoken narrative, 

quantifiers, 

repetition, 

ritual utterances

2) comparators (negatives, futures, modals—auxiliaries):
negatives--comparing what happened to what could have happened

modals (would, could, 

futures—(will, won’t, 
questions—(as speech acts 

imperatives (implies that something different will happen if not followed)

comparatives—(comparative and superlative--as big as, higher than, the highest; similes, metaphors)
3) correlatives

progressives  (be. . .ing)—can also be orientation

appended participles (sequence of verbs with –ing)

double appositive

4) explicatives  (add information looking forward or backward in time)

