En 443 Thursday, 10/6  Semantics, pragmatics, and literature
In groups:  Focusing on approximately 1 page of “Everyday Use,”  discuss these broader questions, and translate them into some more specific questions that can guide class discussion of the passages you’ve chosen.
1.  Semantic fields:  what fields of interest/understanding are represented here?  How do they contribute to characterization?   Where characters have a shared reference for particular terms, do they always have shared meanings, or do the words sometimes suggest meanings in different semantic domains?  Are there instances where different words are used for a common reference?  How do these aspects of the text contribute to your understanding of its possible meanings?
2. Shared knowledge:  what knowledge is treated as shared/not shared among the characters and what is the effect?  What knowledge is treated as shared/not shared between narrator and implied listener and/or between author and implied reader?  Why might the author choose to have the narrator convey the information she does, when she does?  Is there knowledge that’s not shared with the reader at any points in the story, and if so, what’s the effect? 
3.  Discourse context:  what social/cultural worlds are represented by the ways in which the characters speak?  The words they use (their lexicon)?  What do you notice about any differences in the level of discourse, and what effect do these have on your perceptions as a reader?
4.  Stance and speaker’s attitude:  What so you see as the stance of the narrator toward the information she is conveying and what words suggest that stance?

5.  Purposes and intentions:  looking at moments of dialogue within the story, what speech acts are represented and what seem to be the speakers’ intentions?  What interpersonal functions does each exchange serve, and what does it contribute to our understanding of the characters and their motivations?  Why might the author have chosen to present these particular exchanges in these particular ways?  

6.  Literary implicature:   Do you find any examples of violations of the maxims of quantity (giving too much or too little information), relation (not making a statement that’s relevant to a topic), quality (not making a truthful statement), or manner (not making a statement direct and clear).  What is implied by such violations between characters?  Between the narrator and the implied listener?  

