En 443  Sheet 5.1  Syntax and information structure 

Looking at an example of conversational data or an excerpt from a literary narrataive to see how the syntax and information structure contribute to the meanings being shaped.

Things to consider:
1. the extent to which each displays common, right-branching, S=NP + VP structures 
and whether these structures are simple, coordinating, subordinating, or embedded.
2. places where the typical structure is varied, where the something other than the subject is used to start the sentence (What is the effect of highlighting that information?)
3. the information structure: 

-What information is backgrounded and foregrounded?

-What is treated as given information (already shared knowledge among the participants or between writer and reader) and what is new?  Given information is often introduced with definite articles or demonstratives (the, this).  New information is more often introduced with indefinite articles (a, an).

-What topic or topics are introduced and what comments are added to those topics? 

-Are are there places where what is referred to is something identified as specific (the river of make-believe) or general (a river of make-believe) in a way that seems significant?

-Is there is evidence of contrast  (she __ us)?

In thinking about the syntactic structure of a text, keep looking for what might be the simplest, most common, expected way that one might make these comments or tell this story, and then look for variation from those expected forms. 

How do the syntactic structures of these conversational and literary texts seem to support aspects of shared understandings and values?   Meaning, characterization, theme?   

