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Discourse, meaning, and the writer’s linguistic choices

What is the larger discourse context in which this story is placed?  
The immediate situation: 

Who are the participants?  Who is the speaker/narrator?  

When and where do the events of the story take place?
The discourse/textual context (implied):

What has gone on in the moments before this story opened?  What leads you to assume this? 

What do you think goes on beyond the end of the story?  

Why do you think the writer has chosen to frame the story in this way, telling us just this much of it?
The larger cultural context:

Where is this story located socially/culturally?  How do the participants fit into that social/cultural space?  What words in the text help to define this space?

What shared knowledge do you need, as a reader, to understand this story?

Are there places where the writer brings in information that might be outside of the experience of some implied readers?  If so, is that information explained as if to outsiders?  Treated as shared insider knowledge?  What is the effect of the way in which this is handled?  Why might the writer have chosen to handle the information in this way?

