443 Sheet 4.4 Examples of direct and indirect speech and thought: 
Original narrative:
I was at the Museum of Science with my mother, right? I saw these fine boys. I was like. . .I wish my mother wasn’t here.  This boy was so cute.  One of them was looking at me and probably wanted to get my number, but my mother was standing right there smiling.  I was . .like. . MOM!

1. DT—direct thought: 


She recalled the day’s events, thinking:  “Here I am at the Museum of Science with Mom, when I see these fine boys, and I’m wishing Mom wasn’t here.  That one cute is looking at me and probably wants to get my number, but Mom is standing right there smiling.”

2. DS—direct speech:  

She said:  “I am at the Museum of Science with my mother, right?  I see these fine boys, and  I wish my mother wasn’t here.  This boy is so cute.  One of them is looking at me and probably wants to get my number, but my mother is standing right there smiling.  I’m. . .like. . .MOM!”

3. IT—indirect thought:  She wondered why her mother had to be there

She thought about how she had been at the Museum of Science with her mother when she saw these fine boys.  She had wished her mother wasn’t there with her.  She thought about how cute that one boy was.  He was looking at her and probably wanted to get her number, but her mother was standing right there smiling. She remembered thinking, “Mom!” 

4. ID—indirect speech:  She said she didn’t want her mother to be there. 

She said that she was at the Museum of Science with her mother when she saw these fine boys. She recalled that she had wished her mother wasn’t there with her.  She said that one boy was very cute, and that  he was looking at her and probably wanted to get her number, but that her mother was standing right there smiling. She remembered thinking, “Mom!” 


Same tense in framing and main clauses.


Shift in deictic terms (my>her, here>there)


Absence of exclamatory terms.

5. FDT: free direct thought:  Why does my mother have to be here?
No framing clause from narrator.  Deixis from point of view of narrator.

Here I am at the Museum of Science with my mother.  Look at those fine boys. Why does my mother have to be here?  That boy is so cute.  Now he’s  looking at me.  Maybe he wants to get my number, but there’s my mom, just standing right here smiling. Oh, MOM!

6. FDS: free direct speech:  Why does my mother have to be here?

No framing clause from narrator.  Deixis from point of view of narrator.  Monologue.

Here I am at the Museum of Science with my mother.  Look at those fine boys. Why does my mother have to be here?  That boy is so cute.  Now he’s  looking at me.  Maybe he wants to get my number, but there’s mom, just standing right here smiling.  Oh, MOM!

7. FIT:  free indirect thought: Why did her mother have to be here with her?

8. FIS:  free indirect speech:  Shoot!  Her mother was still standing here watching.


No framing clause from narrator.


Tense is that of larger narrative (typically past).


Shift in some deictic terms (third person pronouns)


Exclamatory terms may be included


Possible shifts in subject-auxiliary order.

7. FIT

She was at the Museum of Science with her mother when she saw these fine boys. My mother shouldn’t have been here.  This boy was so cute.  One of them was looking at me and probably wanted to get my number, but my mother’s standing right here smiling.  Oh. MOM!

8. FIS
She was at the Museum of Science with her mother when she saw these fine boys. My mother shouldn’t have been here.  This boy was so cute.  One of them was looking at me and probably wanted to get my number, but my mother’s standing right here smiling.  Oh. MOM!

