443 Sheet 5.2  Narrative Analysis

To begin analyzing narrative data, read through the text and then 

1. Underline sentences that represent the complicating action—S-V-O sentences in the simple past tense, or those in the present tense that recreate a sequence of thoughts and actions.  Restate this core narrative.  What actually happened?

2. Look for the presence of an abstract, a one or two sentence encapsulation or summary of the story that may appear before the story itself.  If there’s an abstract, why do you think the teller/narrator has included it?

3. Look for the presence of an orientation.  How much of an orientation to the story does the teller/narrator give?  How much prior shared knowledge is assumed on the part of listeners?  What is the effect of giving just this amount of orientation (or sometimes no orientation) in just this way?

4. Look for explicit evaluation, explicit statements of what the story means or what it’s significance is—an explicit answer to the question so what?
5. Look for a result or resolution that states the outcome of these events.  What effect does this the presence of this result have on the story?  If no result or resolution is included, what’s the effect of its absence?

6. Look for a coda, which brings teller and listener back to the present.  If there is a coda, how is the story linked to the teller’s and listener’s present concerns (those of the larger, ongoing conversation) or to the narrator’s and readers’ assumed shared interests.   If there isn’t a coda, how does the story end and what is the effect of that ending.

7. Once you’ve identified these larger elements of a narrative, identify the sentences and clauses within the complicating action that do not simply restate what happened.  Look especially for sentences with auxiliary verbs that suggest a pause in the action or the existence or a continuing state of affairs within the action. ( “I was wishing that. . .”)  What do such sentences add to your sense of the narrative’s meaning?

8. Create a schematic analysis of the syntax of the narrative, as in the example in L&L p. 103.  Look for intensifiers, comparators, correlatives, and explicatives.

