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1. Intro to language study from a linguistic perspective (See L&L Intro and Ch 1)

Descriptive study (vs. prescriptive)

Observe, describe, look for regular patterns/features
Grammar= theories of how language works and why

Chomsky: Universal grammar;  transformational/generative grammar

innatist theory  (built into brain)


common features for all languages

generative theory 


new sentences can be generated, even if never heard


(vs. learning from what’s heard)

focuses on syntax


deep structure (propositional content)


surface structure (different realizations)



“I saw those f i n e boys.”



Vs. “I saw these boys who looked cool.”

does not focus on meaning or use


”Colorless green dreams sleep furiously.”

Focuses on grammatical/linguistic competence vs. communicative competence

Halliday:  Systemic/functional grammar
Social theory/discourse theory of language

Focuses on use, on output, vs. what’s built in

Doesn’t contradict innatist/generative ideas but suggests that that inbuilt structures have arisen from human communicative functions

Three primary functions:

Ideational—referring to the world, making statements and propositions

Interpersonal—taking a stance, achieving purposes with others

Textual—managing the flow of discourse in ways appropriate to:

Use in Context

Shared understandings within context (within discourse communities)
Focuses on meaning and use for particular purposes in particular contexts:  choices in relation to grammatical/syntactic possibilities that a language offers
(and thus includes semantics, pragmatics, discourse)

Levels of Description


Grammatical



syntactic



morphological



Phonological (sounds)

Lexical (words)

Semantic (meaning)

Pragmatic (purpose)

Discourse (stretches of language used in context)


(including participants




   discourse events




   genre)


Graphological

2. Terms for describing language and its structure (See L&L Chapter 2 and glossary)

The Phonological System

Phonemes—meaningful sounds

The Grammatical System

Syntax

Morphemes—words and their parts


Lexical morphemes (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs)

Bound lexical morphemes (prefixes and suffixes—un, dis, ful

Grammatical (functional) morphemes 

Free grammatical morphemes (articles, prepositions, conjunctions, auxiliaries, etc.)

Bound inflectional morphemes (attached to words)




Plural (s)




Possessive (‘s)




Comparative (er)




Superlative (est)




Present tense/3rd person singular (s)




Past tense (ed)




Present participle (ing)




Past participle (ed/en)

Phrases, clauses, sentences


Combine lexical and grammatical morphemes

