English 406

Victorian Age

Short Presentation Assignment

Each student will be asked to do a short (no more than 10 minute) presentation for the class. These presentations are designed to provoke discussion and/or add historical context to our discussions. After consulting with me about the topic of your presentation, we will work to schedule it on the day when it is most relevant to our class discussion and most convenient for you. 

Here are some possible topics for your presentation: 

1. Read a work of literary criticism that addresses one of these works; then describe its thesis and supporting claims to the class. A search on the MLA online database should provide you with several options. You are welcome to discuss with me any of the theoretical background necessary for interpreting the article you choose. 
2. Read a contemporary review of one of these works and describe its main points to the class. Many of these contemporary reviews appear in the paratext of the broadview editions of our required texts.
3. Choose one of the works contained in the “Perspectives” sections of our book (“The Industrial Landscape,” “Religion and Science,” “Imagining Childhood,” “Travel and Empire,” “Aestheticism, Decadence, and the Fin de Siècle”). You can teach it to the class and explain its significance to other texts we have read throughout the semester.

You can also choose to read short works about significant contemporary issues dealt with in the works we’ll be addressing. I have listed some suggestions below (some of which I have on hand—some would require your own research).

 Conduct Books for Women

Landscape Art and Architecture

Pre-Raphaelite Art

Governessing


Popular Fiction 

19th-Century Female Education 

1832 Reform Bill
1867 Reform Bill
Contagious Diseases Acts

Nineteenth-Century Marriage Reform
Victorian Criminology and Forensics

Utilitarianism

Positivism 

Emigration 

Colonial conquest

Redundant Women

Popular Natural History and Microscopy

Medicine

Nursing

Workhouses

Child labor

Chartism—labor legislation

Oscar Wilde Trials
Jack the Ripper

“New Woman” writers

Fin de siècle Aesthetes

Victorian Prostitution

Pornography

Oxford Movement

Anti-papism

Evangelicism

Sexology

Abolition Movements

Temperance Movements

Suffrage
Aubrey Beardsley

William Morris

