English 406: Victorian Age

Midterm take-home exam

This assignment asks you to write a short essay on either one of two possible topics:

1) Write and essay on the subject of closure in Villette.

Focus on a lucidly defined and problematic aspect of the concluding chapter and determine the degree to which the narrative successfully achieves some form of closure. 

Before writing, consider all the possible aspects of the novel (genre, repeated images/motif, narrative expectations) that your essay might highlight in assessing closure in Villette. Use your introduction to explain well why, among many the many interpretive options, you have chosen the focus that you have for your thesis.
2) Using Oliver, as well as one other character -- either Fagin or Sykes-- as your focus, write an essay on Dickens’s methods of characterization in Oliver Twist? To what degree and in what key places are readers allowed or denied access to the workings of each character’s mind? Why? What other methods of characterization does Dickens use for each of the two characters? What do the modes and details of characterization Dickens uses in each case suggest to you about the kind(s) of novel Dickens wanted Oliver Twist to be? (picaresque, bildungsroman, social problem novel, etc)

Your essay should be 2-3 pages, typed, standard font, 1” margins.

Due: Tuesday, October 28th at the beginning of class. 

