English 406

Carlyle/Tennyson Discussion Questions

Carlyle:
Sartor Resartus: “The Everlasting No”
1. What kinds of images does Carlyle use to express his central idea that outworn institutions (old clothes) must be destroyed in order for new ones to arise in their place?

2. What kinds of images does Carlyle use to represent Teufelsdröckh’s fearful belief in a mechanistic universe without the presence of God (or at best an absentee God)?

3. Why shouldn’t happiness be “our true aim” (87)? 

4. How does Teufelsdröckh know that God is present despite evidence to the contrary?
5. What is the importance of work to Teufelsdröckh?
6. What brings about T’s Spiritual Rebirth?
Tennyson:

"The Poet," published 1830 

1. What view of the poet do these verses present? Would this have been an influential view at the time? 
2. What qualities and role are ascribed to the poet? With which forms of imagery is he associated?

"The Poet's Mind," published 1830 but not republished

1. What relationship is presented between the "poet's mind" and the life of the outer world? Which vision does the narrator approve?

2. Why do you think Tennyson may have chosen not to reissue this poem?

“Ulysses” published 1833
1. What would have been significant about the choice of this protagonist? If you are familiar with the original, what are some ways Tennyson’s Ulysses is different from his classical forerunner?
2. What is the poem’s meter? Is it appropriate for its subject? What are other striking features of Tennyson’s use of sounds and word placement? 

3. Tennyson wrote this poem as a young man, after the death of his friend Arthur Hallam. Can you see possible autobiographical elements in its tone and subject? 

4. Why might a young man in the Victorian period have assumed the poetic mask of an old one? 

5. What is the stated purpose of Ulysses's voyage? Does this purpose have more pragmatic or allegorical resonance? 

6. What is Ulysses’s view of his home, family and occupation? Why do you think a segment of the poem is devoted to Telemachus’s virtues? Does his father seem to respect these highly? 

7. What is Ulysses’s view of the nature of kingship? Does he have a high respect for the task of governing a portion of Greece?

8. What are Ulysses’s ideals for travel? Do they seem very concrete? (i. e., the remarks of an actual sailor and sea-captain?) What sights does he hope he and his men will see? 

9. What are some rhetorical features of the conclusion, especially the last line? What are some final reflections prompted by the poem? Why do you think this poem has been highly admired? 

10. How do you think we are intended to judge Ulysses and his voyage? In the author's view are he and his voyage altogether noble? 

11. Which Victorian ideals or interests may they embody? Would you describe his proposed voyage as the embodiment of romantic aspiration, a love of exploration, or the Victorian work ethic? 

12. Is this a cheerful poem of ambition and effort? Are these emotions undercut by a sense of the weariness of age? 

13. Of all Tennyson's early poems, this is the one which over the years has been most often assigned in courses. Why do you think this may have been the case? Is this a good choice? 

