The
fHlediebal Period,
Day Ifourteen

The
Not Quite Dead
Author




To Do Today:

Review some terms and 1deas from our last
class

Prepare for our mid-term exam—a week from
today!

Discuss the tales told by the pilgrim ‘Chaucer’
and how they shape our notion of the author
‘Chaucer.” Compare medieval and modern
notions of authorship.
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: Medieval Death
More terms and Images  Paulbink
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Our Hedieval Mid-Term

The three sections
opportunity to ¢

should give you the
emonstrate both

Knowledge Aco

uisition (Sections | and Il) and

Skill Development
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What 1s an Author?

Medieval

“Fourfold is the manner of making a book. For one writes another's
words, by adding and/or changing nothing; and that one is called
merely a writer. Another writes another's words, by adding, but not
from his own; and that one is called a compiler. Another writes both
his own words and another’s, but the other's as the principle ones,
and his own as those annexed for evidence; and that one is called a
commentator, not an author. Another writes both his own and
another's, but his own as the principle ones, the other's as things
annexed for confirmation; and such ought to be called an author.”

—Bonaventure, 13t c.

“I know what will happen after I am gone. When I shall be decaying,
then, for the first time, it shall be salted; and every defect in it
remedied by my decease, and in the most remote future its antiquity
will cause the authorship to be credited to me, because, then as
now, old copper will be preferred to new gold... In every century
its own present has been unpopular, and each age from the
beginning has preferred the past to itself”

—Walter Map, 12t c.

Modern

“the explanation of a work is always sought in the man or woman who
produced it, as if it were always in the end.... the voice of a single
person, the author, confiding In us.”

“a text is not... the message of the Author-God... a text is made up of
multiple writings drawn from many cultures”

—Roland Barthes, 20t c.

How does Chaucer present Authorship?

“For other tale certes can | noon, / But of a ryme | lerned longe agoon”
(Prologue to Sir Thopas 708-9)

“it is the beste rym I can”
(Prologue to Melibee 928)

“Al that is writen is writen for oure doctrine”
(Retractions 1083)
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The Tales of Chaucer

Beyond their forms (tail rhyme/prose), what are
the differences between Sir Thopas and the Tale
of Melibee?

Why do you think Chaucer the poet depicts
himself as a pilgrim telling such different tales?
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fExplicit.
Here begynneth Chaucers tale of Melibee

[Look at the pilgrim portrait in the left
margin—what relation does it seem to
have to the text? What about the Latin
note beside the text below the portrait?]
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T Explicit
 Heere bigynneth Chaucers tale of Thopas

[Look at the system of brackets and paraph markers on
the page—what does this form of writing
emphasize?]
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Next Week: Performative Lanquage

Read the Friar’s prologue and tale and the
modern Austin extract, handed out In class (you
are not assigned the Searle extract). Both of
these readings deal with the power and function
of words. What do words do? What power do
we have over words/what power do words have
over us?

Continue Preparations for Mid-Term Exam
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