WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS (1837-1920)

Born in 1837, in Mantinsville, Ohio, son of a printer who followed various movements, political and religious (a Swedenborgian).  In Hamilton, Ohio, his father bought a Whig paper, on which WDH set type.  Father a Free-Soiler, loses paper.  Later he sets up a utopian commune, at Eureka Mills, which fails.  Father becomes editor of Ashtabula Sentinel, an abolitionist paper.  WDH a printer's apprentice.  Self-education -- languages & Heinrich Heine.  1858 WDH editor & columnist of Ohio State Journal.  1859 -- WDH gets poems, stories and reviews into Atlantic Monthly and other journals.  Lives and Speeches of Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamilton (1860).  

1860 -- Pilgrimage East -- encounters with James T. Fields (publisher, Ticknor & Field; editor of Atlantic, 1861-71) & James Russell Lowell (first editor of Atlantic, 1857-61) -- Holmes to Lowell: "Well, James, this is something like the apostolic succession; this is the laying on of hands." -- Hawthorne, Emerson, Thoreau, then Whitman in NYC.  In Brattleboro he becomes engaged to Elinor Mead.

1861-64 -- WDH Consul to Venice.  Married in 1862.  Winifred born in 1863.  1865 -- joins E.L. Godkin's Nation.

1866 -- WDH moves to Cambridge to become assistant editor of Atlantic.  Befriends Longfellow, Norton, Holmes, Lowell, HJ, Twain.  Works on Italy & Suburban Sketches.

1871 -- WDH succeeds Fields as editor of Atlantic (1871-81).  1872 -- Mildred born.  Builds Cambridge house, then Redtop, in Belmont.  Brings HJ & Twain into Atlantic.  Their Wedding Journey (Basil & Isabel March) and much more.

1874 -- Resigns Atlantic.  Boston house.  Writings for Harper's & Century, establishing a NYC base.  A Modern Instance (1882), The Rise of Silas Lapham.  1885 -- vastation.  Leaves Boston house, signs with Harper & Brothers.  Declines Chair at Harvard.  Winifred dies, 1899.  Champions realism from "The Editor's Study" of Harper's.

1887 -- Haymarket Riots -- WDH defends accused anarchists.  A Hazard of New Fortune.

1870-1900 -- the most important man of American letters.  The "smiling aspects" comment hardly sums him up, but does stress a side of his character -- democratic idealism.  

WDH's realism derives from Emerson's determination to find the miraculous in the commonplace.  WDH's realism centers on moral drama.

