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Exams should be typed, double spaced, proof read & delivered to my mailbox in the English Dept. (6th floor, Wheatley) before noon on Tuesday, May 22nd).
Maureen Dezell, in Irish-America: Coming into Clover, asks, “what, if anything, does Irish identity consist of in the United States today?”  Clearly she is not sure, for she first limits her defining focus to Irish-American Catholics, practicing or lapsed, but she then opens her group to include anyone with an Irish name.  Her Irish-America is less demographically determined, she grants, than a “culture,” loosely bound by politics and beliefs, though she posits more elusive “characteristics and a sensibility” as necessary ingredients in determining group identity: self deprecation, humor, talk, loyalty, sympathy for the underdog and, of course, “the tendency to drink too much, and to harbor trepidation that the light at the end of the tunnel is a train.”  In other words, Irish-American identity for Dezell is affirmed through adherence to ethnic stereotypes. 
Kevin Kenny, in The American Irish, offers a more inclusive definition of the American Irish, as “people of Irish origin, regardless of religion or regional background, living within the borders of the present-day United States.”  This allows him a firm basis for research, until late twentieth century dispersal, disaffiliation and intermarriage make “Irish origin” harder to determine.  In Wherever Green is Worn, Tim Pat Coogan, an Irish historian with IRA sympathies, wants to include among the Irish all those who “feel Irish,” in Ireland and the Irish Diaspora – all, that is, but Ulster Protestants.  
Irish identity, then, is no easy issue, even for those who live on the island of Ireland; for those across its waters, Irishness is no longer an inescapable destiny.  Indeed, some wonder if Irish-Americans have lost their ethnic identities in the American middle class.  Lawrence J. McCaffrey, leading historian of Irish-American experience, posed the key questions in The Irish Diaspora in America, “Has their trip from Irish Catholic, urban neighborhoods to suburban melting pots been a journey to achievement and contentment or an excursion from someplace to no place?”
Focusing on at least three works (by three different authors) we have read or seen since the Exam – by Maurice Walsh, John Ford, George V. Higgins, Mary Curran, various poets and Alice McDermott -- discuss how (and how successfully) Irish-American identity has been portrayed.
