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WEEK 1:  1] Irish American experience and identity.  2] Coming out of Ireland.
1] Who is the Irish American?  In The Encyclopedia of the Irish in American, Patrick J. Blessing offers an answer:

We can define the Irish in America as those born in Ireland, their children and grandchildren and, to the extent that we can trace them, their descendants.  The group roughly corresponds to the 45 million people, almost one in five of the American population, Irish-Americans or Irish ethnics as they are often called, who claimed Irish ancestry on the 1990 U.S. census. This group can be further broken down into the 39 million people who identified themselves as Irish and the almost 6 million people who identified themselves as Scotch-Irish.  Many historians of American immigration have assumed that American identifying themselves as Irish are Catholic.  While such an assumption was true for the nineteenth-century, at present only about one in three of the 39 million Irish in America claim to be Catholics, the remaining profess adherence to the Protestant faith or claim no religious affiliation.   
In Irish America: Coming Into Clover Maureen Denzell uses “Irish American” and “Irish Catholic” as interchangeable terms.  Irish identity for Denzell is “the cultural equivalent of a regional accent.”  On the other hand, Kevin Kenny, in The American Irish: A History, the term “American Irish” refers “to people of Irish origins, regardless of religion or regional background, living within the borders of the present-day United States.”  In, The Irish Catholic Diaspora in America Lawrence J. McCaffrey asks several important questions about Irish American identity:
Has their trip from Irish Catholic, urban neighborhoods to suburban melting pots been a journey to achievement and contentment or a trip from someplace to noplace?...Is a sense of Irishness separate from Catholicism possible in the United States?  Catholicism became the bedrock of Irish-American identity by instilling into Irish culture, not a lofty intellectual or aesthetic sense, but a unique sense of values and attitudes.  It embodied Irish-American historical experience, signifying both persecution and preservation and providing a sense of community, nationality, and identity.  What can take its place?”
The Irish in America, Michael Coffey, ed. – PBS series

Patrick Kennedy, great-grandfather of JFK, left Wexford in 1849.  Edward & Mary O’Neill, parents of James O’Neiill and grandparents of Eugene O’Neill, left Kilkenny after the Famine.  The Ford family, grandparents of Henry Ford, left Cork for Canada in 1847.
2] 

     Key dates in Irish and Irish-American history:
1169 

Henry II’s Norman knights come to Ireland, invited by a deposed Irish king.  Normans-Celts struggle for supremacy.
1366              Statutes of Kilkenny legislated Norman victory & separation between English and native Irish. 

1509

Henry VIII ascends to throne.

1530s

Henry VIII crushed the Fitzgerald Earl of Kildare, leader of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy in the Pale, forcing the surrender of lands.  

1534

Henry VIII breaks with Rome.

1530s 

Henry VIII crushes the Fitzgerald Earl of Kildare, leader of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy in the Pale, forcing the surrender of lands.

1541

An Irish parliament dominated by Anglo-Irish barons.  Beyond the Pale, Ireland remained Gaelic.
1601
`
Battle of Kinsale: loss for Irish Earls.

1603

Edward VI (1547-53), then Elizabeth (1558-1603) converted church in Ireland to Protestantism, insisting Catholicism be renounced and allegiance to crown be taken.  Anglo-Irish joined Celts in resisting England’s domination.  Catholics own most land in Ireland; James I intensifies battle against Irish.  
1607
Flight of the Earls.  Hugh O'Neill, 2nd Earl of Tyrone and Rory O’Donnell, 1st Earl of Tyrconnell, leave, marking the destruction of Ireland's ancient Gaelic aristocracy and paving the way for the Plantation of Ulster.  Their land was confiscated and settled, largely by Scottish Presbyterians.
1640s

Civil War in England.  Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of England (1653-58), crushes the Confederation of Kilkenny, confiscates property and drives Catholic leaders west of the Shannon. 
1690s

British and Irish parliament, purged of Catholics, enacted Penal Laws, dividing Ireland into two nations: a Protestant ruling minority and a disenfranchised Catholic majority.  “Terror rather than proselytism was the essential purpose of anti-Catholic legislation.”  (McCaffrey)
1690 (July 12 ) 
Battle of Boyne: William of Orange defeats James II, insuring Ireland's alignment with the Church of England and domination of England in Ireland.

1703 

"Act to Prevent Further Growth of Popery": first in a series of Penal Laws which established the Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland.

1717 

Ulster Scots begin to emigrate to America -- 3,000-5,000 a year in 18th century: some 40,000 in all.

1750-1845
Irish population increases 325%, from 2.6 million to 8.5 million.

1790 

One sixth of US population is Irish. 

1782-1800 
Ireland ruled itself through its own (Protestant) parliament.

1798  

Theobold Wolfe Tone led United Irishmen in failed rebellion in Mayo, Wexford.  See Tom Flanagan novel, The Year of the French.

1800              William Pitt brings about Union between England & Ireland.
1803 
             Rebellion of Robert Emmet.  “When my country takes her place among the nations of the earth, then, and not until then, let my epitaph be written.”
1815-45
1 million arrive in America from Ireland.  After 1838 almost all Irish immigrants Catholic.  Original St. Patrick's built on Mott St., NYC.
1829 

Catholic Emancipation, after Daniel O'Connell led Catholic Association – politics rather than rebellion..

1834                  Burning of Ursuline Convent, Charlestown. 
1835

Alexis DeTocqueville visits Ireland.  “Here it happens that those who want to get are of one religion, and those who want to keep of another.  That makes for violence.”

1836              Maria Monk's Awful Disclosures published.

1841                 Sir Robert Peel, Conservative PM (1841-46).  From 1725 to 1841 Irish population, 
                      sustained by the potato, expanded from three to eight million.  During Famine 1.5 million died 
 

    and more than a million left by 1851.  Britain’s relief efforts compromised by religions and 


    cultural prejudice, as well as an ideological commitment to laissez faire.

“In Ireland famine memories left permanent psychological scars; in the ghettos of America Irish emigrants were even bitterer.  They accused Britain of tyranny and murder and blamed her for their poverty and exile.  The Irish of the Diaspora, nurturing famine hatreds and educated on the cultural nationalism of Young Ireland, became even more passionately pro-Irish and anti-English than those who remained at home.  They would become a decisive factor in the Irish fight for freedom, and their experiences with Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Irish Protestants in the United Kingdom would color their responses to the Anglo-American Protestant culture in the United States.” (Lawrence J. McCaffrey, The Irish Catholic Diaspora in America, 58)
1843 

O'Connell's failed effort to repeal the Union.

1845-46     Robert Peel introduced reform programs to mitigate nationalist movement.  Queen’s   Colleges established in Galway and Cork.  Young Ireland movement.  1848 rebellion fails.
1845-51            The Great Hunger: an gorta mor.  1.1-1.3 million died of famine or  famine-related
 
            disease; 500,000 evicted; 3 million (40% of population) on relief; 1 million in poorhouses; 

            2.1 million emigrated (1.9 to North America); some 40,000 died on “coffin ships.”  1.5 

            million enter USA.  1855-70 another million, mostly young.  In 1870 72% of American 

            Irish concentrated in seven industrial states -- Mass., Conn., N.Y., N.J., Penn., Ohio, Ill. – 

            mostly residing in cities.  Oscar Handlin’s Boston’s Immigrants (1941) argues that 

            immigrants had no choice but to settle in cities along the eastern coast, but McCaffrey 

            argues many did move on.  The urban ghetto “did nurture Irish failure much more than it 

            encouraged Irish ambition by cultivating the paranoia, defeatism, and feelings of 

            inferiority planted by the past.” But “Irish ghettos [also] served as psychological havens, 

            preserving traditions and values and perpetuating a sense of community among people 

            who could have disintegrated in a an oppressive situation.  The ghettos also served as 

            halfway houses between the two cultures.”
1846-55 1,442,000 went to America.  Some 1.5 million died and more than a million left Ireland.

1845              Famine.  Relief measures: cornmeal from USA, public works.

1846

Corn Laws repealed by Robert Peel, PM.  Lord John Russell, Whig-Liberal PM, took office from Peel, closed public works.  Mass evictions. Sir Charles Trevelyan, Treasury Secretary, embodied widely-held British faith in providentialism, faith in laissez-faire and moralism; he closed public works and food depots.
1847

“Black ‘47”. Soup kitchens opened, but closed when Irish Poor Law Extension Act passed: “Irish property must pay for Irish poverty.”  Trevelyan declared the Irish Famine over, retired.  Work houses.  Grosse Isle: some 15,000 deaths.  30,000 arrive in Boston, a city of 120,000.  Maj. Dennis Mahon of Stroketown killed after evicting some 3,000 tenants.  Poor Law Extension Act of 1847 allowed workhouses to take in the poor, but they had to surrender their lands to do so.
1848

Young Ireland failed rising.  John Mitchell, founder of The United Irishman, convicted of treason and sent to prison in what is now Tasmania.  Charles Edward Trevelyan’s The Irish Crisis described the Famine as “a direct stroke of an all-wise and all-merciful Providence.”

1851

Irish census counts 6.5 million (8.1 in 1841).  Population eventually drops to 4 million.

1851-91
Some 4.2 million emigrate from Ireland (perhaps 8 million 1815-1922).

1854

Know-Nothing party wins every state-wide office in Massachusetts.  Immigrants barred from voting for 21 years and barred from holding elective office.

1856-65 582,400 went to America.

1858 

James Stephens and John O'Mahoney found Irish Republican Brotherhood and its American branch, the Fenian Brotherhood -- later the Clan na Gael.

1860             John Mitchell’s The Last Conquest of Ireland (Perhaps): “A million and a half of men,


            women and children were carefully, prudently, and peacefully slain by the English

   
            government.” 

1866-75 645,700 went to America.  [Probably 1.6 million 1845-55.]

1863

Draft Riots in NYC.

1866 

Failed invasion of Canada.

1867 

Failed IRB uprising in Ireland.  Clan no Gael called for revolution.  Many supported Charles Stewart Parnell’s fight for Home Rule.  His New Departure policy brought him into league with Michael Davitt, agitating for land distribution, leader of the Land League.  Parnell, by then the leader of the Land League, tours America in 1880, gaining support.  Gladstone’s Land Act of 1881guaranteed Irish farmers stable tenure at fair rates, thus destroying the manorial system.  
1869  

Church of Ireland disestablished by Gladstone.

1870 

Agrarian Reform Act.
1870-1900
1.5 million Irish immigrants arrive, down to 39,201 in 1901.  Catholicism was at the core of Irish-American life.  After Famine Catholicism became more Roman.  Thus “the Irish personality is both a victim and beneficiary of two kinds of cultural imperialism: Anglicization and Romanization.” (McCaffrey)
1871 

Honest John Kelly takes over Tammany after fall of Boss Tweed.  Kelly followed by Richard Crocker and Charles F. Murphy.

1877 

Parnell elected president of Home Rule Confederation.

1879 

Michael Davitt forms the Irish National League.  Land Wars of 1880s.

1880 

William R. Grace elected mayor of NYC.

1882 

Phoenix Park murder of two British officials.

1883 

"Dynamite Campaign" targets Whitehall and London Times.  In 1885 the Tower of London and Parliament bombed, financed by Clan na Gael.

1885 

Hugh O'Brien elected mayor of Boston.

1886 

Failed effort by Charles Stewart Parnell and William Gladstone, PM, to get an Irish Home Rule bill through Parliament.

1890 

Divorce of Capt. William O'Shea and his wife, Catherine.  Parnell dead and reputed by 1891, at age 45.

1892 

Gentleman Jim Corbett beats John L. Sullivan for heavyweight crown.

1893        Second Home Rule bill defeated Gaelic League founded.  W.B. Yeats, The Celtic Twlilight.



Douglas Hyde forms Gaelic League.

1894

Immigration Restriction League founded, promoted by Henry Cabot Lodge.

        1898
       J.M. Synge visits Aran Islands; Centenary of 1798 rebellion.

1899

Irish Literary Theater founded & W.B. Yeats’s play, The Countess Cathleen, presented.
1903  

Wyndham Land Purchase Act.

1904        Abbey Theater opens: W.B. Yeats’s Cathleen Ni Houlihan & On Baile’s Strand; Lady Augusta Gregory’s Spreading the News; J.M. Synge’s In the Shadow of the Glen on 2nd night; Synge, Riders to the Sea; George Bernard Shaw, John Bull’s Other Island (staged by Abbey, 1916).
1908             Sinn Fein founded.

1912

Home Rule Bill.

1914-18
World War I.

1916        Easter Rebellion during 1914-18 Great War; 
                         James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.

        1917
        W.B. Yeats, The Wild Swans at Coole.

1919-21 
Anglo-Irish War: a guerrilla campaign mounted against the British government in Ireland by the Irish Republican Army under the proclaimed legitimacy of the First Dáil, the Irish parliament created in 1918 by a majority of Irish MPs. It lasted from January 1919 until the truce in July 1921.
1922 

The Irish Free State (1922–1937): the state comprising the 26 of Ireland's 32 counties that were separated from the U.K. under the Irish Free State Agreement (or Anglo-Irish Treaty) signed by British and Irish Republic representatives in London on December 6, 1921.
1922-23
The Irish Civil War: a conflict between supporters and opponents of the Anglo-Irish Treaty.
1923

William Butler Yeats, Nobel Prize for Literature.

1925

George Bernard Shaw, Nobel Prize for Literature.

1928

Al Smith, Democrat, defeated by Herbert Hoover, Republican for President.

1936

Eugene O’Neill, Nobel Prize for Literature.

1937

Constitution of Irish Free State.

1939-45
Ireland neutral during World War II (“The Emergency”).

1945

The Great Famine: Studies in Irish History, 1845-52, R. Dudley Edwards & T. Desmond Williams, eds.

1948

Republic of Ireland declared.

1960             John F. Kennedy elected President.

       1962
       Cecil Woodham-Smith, The Great Hunger: Ireland, 1845-1849.  



       William V. Shannon, The American Irish.
        1963
       President Kennedy visits Ireland in June; he is assassinated in November.
       1968
       Civil Rights demonstrations & renewed violence in N.I.

       1969
       British troops occupy N.I.

1970        IRA campaign for a united Ireland commences.

1971
       Derry: “Bloody Sunday”.

       1972
       N.I. Parliament and government suspended.

       1973
       Ireland enters the Common Market (EEC).

       1981
       Hunger Strike: 13 dead.

       1985
       Anglo-Irish Agreement

       1991
       Seamus Dean, ed., The Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing.

       1994
       Cease fire.
       1995
       Seamus Heaney, Nobel Prize for Literature.

       1998
       Good Friday Agreement and all-Ireland ratification votes.

