E377: IRISH AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE
(TT 1:00)
S. O’CONNELL
    Office hours (W-6-027): Tues. & Thurs. 9:00-11:00  & by appointment
E 377 website: www.litandwriting.umb.edu


shaun.oconnell@comcast.net
JAN
30/FEB 1
Ireland & Irish-America
FEB
  6--8

Irish-Am Boston

Quinlan, Irish Boston & MacDonald, All Souls 


13-15

Irish-Am NYC


Riordan, Plunkitt 



R #1

20-22

Irish-Am NYC


Hamill, A Drinking Life

27/MAR 1
Irish-Am Chicago

Farrell, Chicago Stories







Dunne, “Mr. Dooley” selections (website)
MAR
  6---8

Irish-Am literature

O’Hara, Appointment in Samarra

R #2
MAR
13-15

Irish-Am literature

Kennedy, Ironweed 

PAPER DUE (3/13)
17-25

SPRING VACATION

27

Review

29

No Class
APRIL   3

EXAM

  5 

Irish-Am films & literature
Ford, The Quiet Man



R #3


            



Maurice Walsh, “The Quiet Man” (website) 

10-12

Irish-Am films & literature
Ford & The Last Hurrah 



17-19

Irish-Am crime literature
Higgins, The Friends of Eddie Coyle










   



     24

Irish-Am women & literature
Curran, The Parish and the Hill     

R #4


     26

Poetry Reading

Peter Fallon (4:00 PM UMB Bookstore)
MAY
 1—3

Irish-Am poetry

Selections posted

  PAPER DUE (5/1)

  8-10

Irish-Am women & literature
McDermott, Charming Billy


     15

Review

TBA

FINAL EXAM 
1)  
Attendance: no more than three cuts allowed.

2)  
Participation in class discussion.

3)  
Mid-term Exam.

4)
Four one-page critical responses (R #1-4), posted on class website before we begin discussion of each text.  Responses might focus upon a key passage, offer a line of inquiry, pose a question or otherwise facilitate discussion (analysis or evaluation) of the work at hand.  Please comment, as well, on other students’ responses.

 
5) 
Two critical papers (three-five pages, 900-1,200 words): papers and responses must be passed in at due-dates. Papers should be double-spaced, 1” margins, 11 point font & proof read.

6)         Take-home Final Exam.

       7)         Grading: four one-page critical responses (20%).  Mid-term exam (20%).  Two critical
            papers (40%).  Final Exam (20%). Grade reduced by absences and lack of classroom 

            preparation.  

Note: the minimum penalty for academic dishonest in this course is a grade of F.
Studies in Irish-American literature and culture from the mid-19th century famine immigration to the present.   Discussion of the Americanization of the Irish and the changing image of Ireland for Irish-Americans.  Emphasis upon literature: writings by James T. Farrell, Eugene O’Neill, John O'Hara, Maureen Howard, Alice McDermott and others.  Examination of Irish-American representations in popular culture, politics and ethnic history.

Quinlan

Irish Boston



Globe Pequot  

MacDonald

All Souls



Ballantine
Riordan

Plunkitt of Tammany Hall

Dutton
 
Hamill


A Drinking Life



Back Bay Books  

Farrell


Chicago Stories


Univ. Ill. Press  
O'Hara


Appointment in Samarra

Vintage 

Kennedy

Ironweed




Penguin  
Higgins

The Friends of Eddie Coyle

Henry Holt  
Curran


The Parish and the Hill

Feminist Press  
Howard

Bridgeport Bus (1980)


Penguin  
McDermott

Charming Billy (1999)


Dell 
O'Neill


Long Day's Journey into Night
Yale  

