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The Boston Irish: Key Dates, Characters, Places
See Thomas H. O’Connor, The Boston Irish: A Political History (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1995), Michael P. Quinlin, Irish Boston (Globe Pequot, 2004).
1700: 
Mass. General Court passes law forbidding any Catholic priest from entering the state on penalty of death.  “Pope’s Night,” Nov. 5th.

1788:
First sanctioned Catholic mass in Boston.  1803 Church of the Holy Cross High Mass.

1830: 
11% or 7,000 of city’s 61,000 Catholic.  
[Patrick Donahoe, Boston Pilot, editor.]
1834: 
Ursuline Convent burned.

1846:
Bishop John Bernard Fitzpatrick succeeds Bishop Benedict Fenwick.  Fitzpatrick opposed secret societies & drink, promoted American loyalties.  Fitzpatrick: “We should make ourselves American as much as we can.” & “This is our country now.  Ireland is only a recollection.”
1847:  
100,000 Irish immigrants arrived in Boston in “Black ’47.”  
[North End, center of Boston Irish.]  
1854: 
Formation of the anti-immigration American Party.  NO IRISH NEED APPLY.

1861: 
Ninth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers (the Fighting Ninth) backed by Donahoe, 
marched off to war in June, 1861.  More than 10,000 Mass. Irish fought in Ninth, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, First and Third, an Fifty-fifth regiments.
March 17, 1862: Boston’s first St. Patrick’s Day parade.  

[John Boyle O’Reilly, born in Drogheda, arrived in Boston from Australia in 1870.  See note on O’Reilly Memorial. (91)  Mass. Poet Laureate, host, clubman, link to Brahmin culture.  Died in 1890, at age 46.]
1882:
In addition to Donahoe’s Pilot, Patrick J. McGuire founded the Republic to advance Land League politics in Ireland and combat assumptions of inferiority in USA.  (James Russell Lowell said “it is impossible for a man to be an Irishman and an American at the same time.”)  
1882-92:  John L. Sullivan, champion 1882-92.  Defeated by Jim Corbett, but Sullivan claimed

 
“Whiskey is the only fighter who ever licked John L. Sullivan.

[Martin Lomasney: “The great mass of people are interested in only three things -- food, clothing, and shelter.  A politician in a district like mine sees to it that his people get these things.  If he doesn't, then he doesn’t have to worry about their loyalty and support.”  “I think that there’s got to be in every ward somebody that any bloke can come to -- no matter what he’s done -- and get help.  Help, you understand, none of your law and justice, but help.]
[Ward Bosses: Martin Lomasney (Ward 8).  John Fitzgerald (North End).  P.J. Kennedy (East Boston).  Joe Corbett (Charlestown).  Joe O’Connell (Ward 20, Dorchester).  “Smiling Jim” Donovan (Ward 9, South End).  P.J. “Pea Jacket” McGuire (Ward 17, Roxbury), ousted by James Michael Curley.
1883: 
Clover Club of Boston established – Irish-American men.

1885:
Hugh O’Brien elected mayor of Boston. 

1886:
Philo-Centric Society founds the Irish Echo “to aid and assist in the vindication of the character of the Irish race from the foul slanders of centuries by English writers.”

1897: 
Boston Irish form the American-Irish Historical Society: “to correct the erroneous, distorted and false views of history in relation to the Irish race in America; to encourage and assist in the formation of local societies; and to promote and foster an honorable national spirit of patriotism.”

1900:
Maude Gonne rallied anti-British support in 1900, when the Irish comprised 25% of Boston’s population.  Chauncey Olcott brought A Romance in Athlone to Boston, featuring “My Wild Irish Rose.”  Irish came to Boston for money and support: Joseph Dillon (Home Rule), Douglas Hyde (cultural nationalism), Francis Sheehy-Skeffington (women’s rights, pacifism).  Support for rebels in 1916, but for united effort against Germany in WWI.  David I. Walsh (first Catholic governor, 1914; first Catholic senator, 1919): “Let us remember to be Americans first.”  Eamon De Valera popular in Boston.  “Your fathers fought and broke the chains that bound you to George III.  We ask you, their sons, to assist us in breaking the chains that bind Ireland to George V.”

1902:  Patrick A. Collins elected mayor of Boston.   “Let me say that there are no Irish voters 

    among us.  There are Irish-born citizens like myself, and there will be many more of us.  But 

    the moment that the seal of government was impressed upon our papers we ceased to be 

    foreigners and became Americans.  Americans we are, and Americans we will remain.” 

    Dies in office in 1905, succeeded by Fitzgerald, 2006.  He beat James Jackson Storrow in 

    1910 Fitzgerald withdraws from race against Curley in 1913 election for mayor.  
[Irish Women Writers. (97)  Louise Imogen Guiney, Mary McGrath Blake, Katherine E. Conway, Fanny Parnell, Katherine M. O’Keefe O’Mahoney, Annie Sullivan.]
1903:
Jimmy Collins, player manager, coached Red Sox to World Series victory in 1903 & Rough Corrigan led them to victories in 1915 & 1916.

1903: James Michael Curley sentenced to two months for getting others to write exam necessary 


   for two boyos to get job in Post Office.  He did it for a friend, said Curley, who continued his 


   campaign for Board of Alderman.   In 1910 he was elected to Congress.  Mayor in 1914, 


   1922.
[Curley: “The day of the Puritan has passed; the Anglo-Saxon is a joke; a new and better America is here.”  What Boston needs is “men and mothers of men, not gabbing spinsters and god-raising matrons in federation assembled.”  The accommodationist politics of O’Brien, Collins & O’Reilly gave way to the combative politics of Curley & Cardinal Wiliam O’Connell: “The Puritan has passed; the Catholic remains.”  See Jack Beatty, The Rascal King: The Life and Times of James Michael Curley (1992):

Economic frustration and class hatred, wounded pride and ethnic resentment, thwarted hope and strangled aspirations – these were the mute causes that found their tribune in James Michael Curley.  Boston was in decline, the Boston Irish were caught in a spiral of downward mobility, throughout the first half of the twentieth century.  Curley rose as Boston fell.]

1910:
John McCormack first appeared in Boston; he performed at Symphony Hall 37 times between 1911-36.  He sang songs by Chauncey Alcott & Ernest Ball, who composed “Mother Machree.”  Thomas Moore songs.  He became an American citizen.

1911: 
Abbey Theater brings Playboy.

1913:
Roxbury became the Boston Irish center: AOH Hibernian Hall erected on Dudley St, cornerstone laid by Curley.

1937:
Eire Society founded 1937.  Bulletin.

[Irish American governors: David I. Walsh, James Michael Curley, Charles Hurley, Maurice Tobin, Paul Dever, Ed King.  John B. Hynes, John Collins, Kevin White Boston mayors.]
1949:
John Hynes elected mayor of Boston.

1960:
John Collins elected mayor of Boston.

1961:   Louise Day Hicks elected member of Boston School Committee, becomes chair 1963. 

1963:
JFK, 1963, New Ross, Wexford.
 1967:   Kevin White defeats Hicks in mayoral race, again in 1973.  His “New Boston” a “world

 class city.”   White defeats Joe Timilty in 1975, again in 1979.  Served 16 years as mayor.  

 Succeeded by Ray Flynn, who defeated Mel King.  Flynn, from Southie, an older type of

 Boston Irish politician – populist, defensive.  In office ten years.   He lost Southie support in

 1987 win over Joseph M. Tierney.  After Flynn left for the Vatican, Thomas Menino 
  became Boston’s first Italian-American mayor.

June, 1974: Judge Arthur Garrity, Jr. finds the Boston school system unconstitutionally 


      segregated, orders bussed integration.  Hicks forms ROAR.

1981:
N.I. hunger strike.  Renewed Troubles stirred Boston Irish, particularly Long Kesh hunger strike of 1981.  Gov. Ed King declared Human Right Day for Northern Ireland.  

1982:
Padraig O’Malley hosts Symposiums on N.I. 1982, 1984.  Bernadette Devlin speaks.  Sen. Ted Kennedy, Rep. Joe Kennedy, Mayor Ray Flynn welcome Irish visitors.  Ted Kennedy & Tip O’Neill join forces with John Hume in protest over British (P.M. Margaret Thatcher) rule.

1986:
Rep. Brian Donnelly introduced and got passed bill to liberalize immigration in 1986; Rep. Joe Moakley got Morrison Visa Bill, introduced by Rep. Bruce Morrison, passed in 1991.

2001:
Irish Immigration Center established 2001. (157)

1997:
Irish Cultural Center, Canton, established 1997.
1998: 
Boston Irish Famine Memorial, corner of School & Washington Streets.  Famine
 
Memorial, Cambridge.  Irish Heritage Trail.

