EN 369: CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FICTION


  

SPRING/08
PAPER #2  (due April 22nd)

On Toni Morrison’s Beloved, Don LeLillo’s Libra and Tim O’Brien’s The Things they Carried.
1]
Consider the writer’s efforts to create, within his/her fiction and for the work’s hero, a “new style” of language and character expression.  In A World Elsewhere (1966), Richard Poirier discusses this “new style”: “style, as the saying goes, is the man, though in American literature that man is thereby often given a grotesque variety of shapes even within a sentence or paragraph.”  What are we to make of style – the manner of expression in language, characterization, even plotting -- in one of theses works?

2]
Philip Roth has said “that the American writer in the middle of the 20th century has his hands full in trying to understand, and then describe, and then make credible much of the American reality.  It stupefies, it infuriates, and finally it is even a kind of embarrassment to one’s own meager imagination.”  From Reading Myself and Others (1975).  Does your reading of one of these works confirm, qualify or deny Roth’s assertion?  Focus on a novelist's matter and manner in your answer.  

3]
Show how one of these works can be seen as a quest by a flawed character for salvation.  Discuss the ways one author presents such a quest, revealing his/her artistic and thematic purposes.

4]
How is form the shape of content.  Discuss the differences between two of the following: the novella (by Bellow or Roth), the novel (by Morrison, O’Brien or DeLillo) and the short story (by O’Brien) – forms used in different ways for different ends. 
5]
Discuss the narrative strategy employed by one these writers.  How does narration help to fulfill the work’s theme?
6]
Pose and address a topic of your own on one or more of these works.

