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Mid-term Exam


SPRING/2008
Write on five (one on each author) of the following quotations.  Write one or two paragraphs on each, commenting on the passage’s significance, explaining how it reveals the author’s stylistic and/or thematic intentions, showing how it informs our reading of the work in which it appears.
  1]
Rubin says Tommy looks "sharp," but Tommy Wilhelm, seeing himself in the mirror thinks otherwise.  "Fair-haired hippopotamus! -- that was how he looked to himself."  Bellow: Seize the Day
  2]
"Venice had approached him and said that the world had named Wilhelm to shine before it.  He was to be freed from the anxious and narrow life of the average."  Bellow: Seize the Day

  3]
"The traffic seemed to come down Broadway out of the sky, where the hot spokes of the sun rolled from the south.  Hot, stony odors rose from the subway grating in the street."  Bellow: Seize the Day
  4]
Tommy trusted Tamkin.  "Obviously the doctor understood the market well.  Otherwise he could not make it sound so simple."  Bellow: Seize the Day
  5]
"He wants to go south, down, down the map into orange groves and smoking rivers and barefoot women."  Updike, Rabbit, Run
  6]

Eccles: "Uh, what, exactly, is your plan?"
     Rabbit: "I don't have a plan.  I'm sort of playing it by ear."  Updike, Rabbit, Run
  7]
 Rabbit: "All I know is what feels right.  You [Ruth] feel right to me.  Sometimes Janice used to.     Sometimes nothing does." Updike, Rabbit, Run
  8]  "Funny, how what makes you move is so simple and the field you must move in is so crowded."  Rabbit
        runs.  Updike, Rabbit, Run
  9]  “124 [Bluestone Rd.] was spiteful.  Full of baby's venom.  The women in the house knew it and so did the 
         children."  Morrison, Beloved
10]   Amy: "It's gonna hurt now.  Anything dead coming back to life hurts."   Morrison, Beloved
11]   Beloved's appearance:  "A fully dressed woman walked out of the water."  Morrison, Beloved
12]   Denver: "I love my mother but I know she killed one of her own daughters, and tender as she is with me, 
        I'm scared of her because of it."   Morrison, Beloved
13]
Aunt Gladys: "life was a throwing off for poor Aunt Gladys," in contrast with Brenda, whose life is a taking in.  Roth, Goodbye, Columbus
14]  Brenda: "Why are you so nasty?"  Roth, Goodbye, Columbus
15]  "A small colored boy" growls at lions outside library.  Roth, Goodbye, Columbus
16]  Neil: "O Patimkin!  Fruit grew in their refrigerator and sporting good dropped from their trees!" 
       Roth, Goodbye, Columbus
17]
Neil: "I wanted Brenda to marry me.  Marriage, though, was not what I proposed to her when she drove the car up the driveway, alone, some fifteen minutes later.”  Roth, Goodbye, Columbus
