E368: MODERN AMERICAN FICTION 







FALL/2007

PAPER #2 DUE: December 3rd
Write on one or more of the following topics.  Be sure your essay has a point, announces that point early, pursues that point consistently, provides selected supporting evidence and arrives at a conclusion.  Base your essays on one of the following works: Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence, Willa Cather’s A Lost Lady, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, or Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises.

1]
Discuss the effectiveness of the author's style in one of these works.  (Explain what you mean by "style."  Consult a dictionary of literary terms.)  How does style advance theme in this work?
2]
Discuss the central character's quest for meaning in one of these works.  What point is the author
making and how is she/he making it?  Explore the relationship between plot and purpose in this work.

3]
Base a paper on one of the following suggestions:




a) 
The significance of the work's title.




b) 
The voice of the work.




c)  
The function of symbols in the work.



d)  
The sense of place (place as idea) in the work.



e) 
The implications of national character, condition or destiny.  
    



f)  
The role and implications of one or more minor characters in the work.  



g) 
The function of humor (or its absence) in the work.

          


h) 
Time-shifts and their implications in the work.

          


i)  
Narrative point-of-view and its implications in the work.

          


j)  
The appropriateness or effectiveness of the work's opening or closing page.

3]
Discuss the ways in which "form is the shape of content" (Ben Shahn) in a work.

4]
Compose a topic and thesis of your own that increases the reader’s critical understanding of one of these works.




