PAGE  
2

E 368: Modern American Fiction 


DRAFT EXAM



FALL/2007

Comment on the significance of four of the following passages – at least one response to each of the three writers cited.  Discuss the ways each quotation either informs the work from which it is taken and/or reveals the writer’s style and vision.  [Note: the actual exam, on Friday, with contain a few of these quotes.]
  1]
"She was looking at everything, with an eye that denoted clear perception....`I've never 
seen anything so lovely as this place.  I've been all over the house; it's too enchanting.'"  The Portrait of A Lady
  2]
Henrietta asks Isabel where she is drifting.  Isabel replies, "No, I haven't the least idea, and I find it very pleasant not to know.  A swift carriage, of a dark night, rattling with four horses over roads that one cannot see -- that's my idea of happiness."  The Portrait of A Lady
  3]
Florence: Palazzo Roccanera.  "It was the mask, not the face of the house.  It had heavy lids, but no eyes; the house in reality looked another way -- looked off behind, into splendid openness and the range of the afternoon light."  The Portrait of A Lady
  4]
"He has a genius for upholstery," Isabel says of Osmond, to Warburton. The Portrait of A Lady 
  5]
“Mrs. Pontellier's eyes were quick and bright; they were a yellowish brown, about the color

of her hair.  She had a way of turning them swiftly upon an object and holding them there as if lost in
some inward maze of contemplation or thought.” The Awakening
  6]
"And the ladies, selecting with dainty and discriminating fingers and a little greedily, all declared
 that Mr. Pontellier was the best husband in the world.  Mrs. Pontellier was forced to admit that she
 knew none better."  The Awakening
  7]
Mariequita, whose "feet were broad and course.  She did not strive to hide them.  Edna looked at her
feet, and noticed the sand and slime between her brown toes."  The Awakening  

  8]
"To be an artist includes much; one must possess many gifts -- absolute gifts -- which have not been
 acquired by one's own effort.  And, moreover, to succeed, the artist must possess the courageous soul."

 Mademoiselle Reisz to Edna, The Awakening
  9]     Lawrence Lefferts, authority on “form.”  “On the question of pumps versus patent-leather
‘Oxfords’ his authority had never been disputed.” The Age of Innocence
10]    Newland Archer says to Sillerton Jackson: “Women ought to be free – as free as we are.”  The 
Age of Innocence
11]    Newland Archer thinks how “it would presently be his task to take the bandage from this young

woman’s eyes, and bid her to look forth on the world.”  But he wondered if she might still be blind, like

“the Kentucky cave-fish, which had ceased to develop eyes because they had no use for them.”  The
Age of Innocence
12]      Newland Archer, at age 57, felt he had missed “the flower of life,” but he is more reconciled to
the loss, believing “there was good in the old ways.”  The Age of Innocence
