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TOPICS: PAPER # 2
Papers should be shaped around a critical point: evaluative and/or analytical.  Papers must be double-spaced, in 12-point font, with numbered pages with 1” margins and proof-read.  
Papers due May 5th.  
Write on one of the following:

 1]
Robert Frost has made many provocative, sometimes cryptic pronouncements on poetry.  Examine one or more of the following and test its validity on one or more of Frost's poems.

Poetry is simply made for metaphor....Every poem is a new metaphor inside or it is nothing.

Poetry provides the one permissible way of saying one thing and meaning another.  People say, `Why don't you say what you mean?'  We never do that, do we, being all of us too much poets.  We like to talk in parables and in hints and in indirection -- whether from diffidence or some other instinct.

Like a piece of ice on a hot stove the poem must ride on its own melting.

I would never use a word or combination of words that I hadn't heard used in running speech.



"The Figure a Poem Makes": It begins in delight, it inclines to the impulse, it assumes direction with the first line laid down, it runs a course of lucky events, and ends in clarification of life -- not necessarily a great clarification, such as sects and cults are founded on, but a momentary stay against confusion.

 2]
Write a comparative essay on Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome and Willa Cather’s A Lost Lady, concentrating on one or more of the following topics.



Narrative voice and narrative strategy



Style and its relation to theme



The choice and role of the work’s central character



The portrayal of rural America

3]
Compose your own topic and clear it with me.


