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206-4
SIX AMERICAN WRITERS

TT 8:00

W-2-127

SHAUN O’CONNELL

Office hours (W-6-027): Tues. 7:00-8:00 AM, Thurs. 2:00-3:30 PM & by appointment  shaun.oconnell@umb.edu
EN 206-4 website: http://www.litandwriting.umb.edu/
JAN

27-29
Whitman
selected poems, Six American Poets
FEB
   
   3- 5
Hawthorne
Selected Tales and Sketches: “My Kinsman, Major Molineux,” 






“Young Goodman Brown,” “The Minister’s Black Veil,”





10-12
Hawthorne
Selected Tales and Sketches:  “The Birth-mark,” “Ethan Brand”
Q&C 1



17-19
Hawthorne
Selected Tales and Sketches: “The Artist of the Beautiful,”

 




“Rappaccini’s Daughter”




24-26
Jacobs

Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl
Q&C 2

MAR 
  3-  5
Jacobs

Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl



10-12
Crane

The Red Badge of Courage  

PAPER DUE (3/10)
     
   
17-19
SPRING VACATION

       

     24    Crane

The Red Badge of Courage  

Q&C 3


     26
EXAM
MAR/APR
31- 2
Frost

selected poems, Six American Poets








        
  7- 9
Frost

selected poems, Six American Poets
Q&C 4

        


            14-16  
Wharton
Ethan Frome 



            
    21
Wharton
Ethan Frome 



Q&C 5


    23 
Cather

A Lost Lady





            28-30
Cather

A Lost Lady



MAY
  5- 7
Hughes

selected poems, Six American Poets
PAPER DUE (5/5)



     


    12
Roth

Goodbye, Columbus


Q&C 6
                         20   TAKE-HOME FINAL DUE EXAM DUE
REQUIREMENTS

1]
Attendance: no more than four cuts allowed.

2]
Preparation (readings, quotes-and-comments) & participation in class discussion.


3]
Six quotes-and-comments (Q&C 1-6).  Select a quote from each work under discussion and   


comment briefly (one paragraph) on an aspect of its significance (such as style, theme, implications,


etc); post each Q&C on class website before discussions; bring Q&C to class for discussion.

4]
Mid-term Exam.


5]
Two critical papers (four-five pages, 900-1,200 words): papers and responses must be passed in at

 

due dates.  Papers should be double-spaced, 1” margins, 11 point font, numbered pp. & proof read.


6]
Take-home Final Exam.


7]
Grading: Q&C (20%).  Mid-term exam (20%).  Two critical papers (40%).  Final Exam (20%). 


Grade reduced by absences and lack of classroom preparation.  


Note: the minimum penalty for academic dishonest in this course is a grade of F.
This course examines an American sense of identity, vision and style through readings of some of the nation's best known and lesser known writers.  Emphasis on the American sense of identity, style, values and place.  Fiction and autobiography by Harriet Jacobs, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Stephen Crane and Philip Roth.  Poetry by Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost and Langston Hughes.  

Conarro, ed.
Six American Poets



Vintage


Hawthorne

Selected Tales and Sketches


Penguin



Jacobs

Life of A Slave Girl



Penguin

Crane

The Red Badge of Courage & Other Stories 
Penguin



Wharton

Ethan Frome




Penguin

Cather

A Lost Lady





Vintage


Roth

Goodbye, Columbus



Knopf  



GOALS

1]
Introduction to a few significant and influential American writers since 1850.  Some of these authors, particularly, Nathaniel Hawthorne, were widely known and highly praised in their lifetimes and after, but others, particularly Harriet Jacobs, were less well known in their lifetimes and were rediscovered long after.  All of the authors read in this course are now established in the American literary canon.

2]
A critical examination of literary forms: poetry, the romance, autobiography, short and long works of fiction.

3]
A discussion of the sense of place in American writing.

4]
A discussion of American writers’ evolving and contrasting ideas of America. 
5]
A discussion of the contexts that shaped these works: history, biography, culture & literary forms.

6]
The development of critical reading skills.

7]
The development of critical writing skills. 




