E 206: Six American Writers






Spring/2009



PAPER #1

Format: Your paper – due March 10th -- should appear attractive, professional, inviting to readers: 
Text: double-spaced.  Pages: numbered.  Font: at least 11 point.  Margins: 1".


Paragraphs: indented 5 spaces for each graph.  Sentences: separated by 2 spaces.  

Titles of books: underlined or set in italics.  Poems, stories and essays: set in quotation marks.  Quotation marks enclose most punctuation: ,” & .” never ”, or ”.  Papers must be punctuated accurately & proof read carefully.

Argument: Your paper on one or more of Hawthorne’s tales or on Jacobs’ Incident in the Life of A Slave Girl should tell the reader something revealing or interesting about this work of literature; it should be an analysis, an appreciation or some combination of the two of the work as a whole or some aspect of the work.  Write on one of the proposed topics below:  
Topics:

  1]
The choice and importance of narrative perspective in the work.

  2]
The significance, structural and thematic, of opening and closing passages in the work.

  3]
The character and contribution of prose style in the work.

  4]
The presence and purpose of symbolism in the work.

  5]
The relationship between plot and theme in the work.

  6]
The central character's coming-of-age in one work and what the author is implying.

  7]
The contribution of one or more key minor characters to the unity of the work.

  8]
The thematic implications of plot movements in the work.

  9]
The importance of setting in the work.

10]
Hawthorne wrote that “there is a fund of evil in every human heart.”  How does he illustrate and dramatize this view in one of his tales?  How does the form of the tale suit the purposes, artistic and thematic, of what he wants to say? 

11]
Jacobs writes in her preface to Incidents, “Reader, be assured this narrative is no fiction.”   Yet her book was long thought to be a work of fiction.  What difference does it make whether we read this book as a work of fiction or as an autobiography?


