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EN 206: VI AMERICAN AUTHORS







SPRING 2008

TOPICS: Paper # 1: Due March 13th
Papers should be shaped around a critical point: evaluative and/or analytical.  Write on one of the following:

1]  Discuss the ways two or more of the elements of fiction – plot, setting, characterization, conflict, voice, style, symbolism, setting, etc. – work together to fulfill what you take to be Hawthorne’s purposes in writing The Scarlet Letter.  (There are a number of websites on the elements of fiction available.) 
2]  Do Hawthorne’s ambiguity and offerings of multiple interpretations enhance or detract from your reading of The Scarlet Letter?  Explain and illustrate.
3]  Opinions on The Scarlet Letter have varied.  What do you think of it?  That is, how do you judge it – its
form, content and purpose?  Explain why you think what you think and what can you say to persuade a 
reasonable reader that your argument has value?  Shape a structured case, based on selected evidence
drawn from the work, and arrive at a conclusion.  Consider some of the following critical opinions (agree, 

disagree) in shaping your paper.


Hawthorne said his novel "is positively a hell-fired story, into which I found it almost impossible to throw any cheering light."



Orestes Brownson, a minister, attacked the novel as immoral -- for investing "crimes...all the fascination of genius, and all the charms of a highly polished style."



Sophia Hawthorne said The Scarlet Letter "shows that the Law cannot be broken."



For some recent feminists – see, for example, Amy Schrager Lang, Prophetic Women -- Hester’s recantation embodies Hawthorne's anti-feminism and the novel's antinomian implications.



Henry James found the novel "absolutely American; it belonged to the soil, to the air; it came out of the very heart of New England."  He also thought the novel suffers from too much symbolism, lack of characterizations.

How effectively does Hawthorne's introductory essay, "The Custom House," prepare the reader for The Scarlet Letter?
How reassuring in the conclusion of The Scarlet Letter?  What is Hawthorne implying by his portrayal of the fate of the four central characters?
4]   Discuss the ways two or more of the elements of non-fiction narrative – plot, setting, characterization, conflict, voice, style, symbolism, setting, theme, etc. – work together to fulfill what you take to be Jacobs’ purposes in writing Incident in the Life of A Slave Girl.

5]  Compare the ways Hawthorne characterized Hester with the ways Jacobs characterized Linda.  What point was each author trying to make though this characterization?
6]   Devise a topic of your own on Jacobs’ Incidents and write about it.
