ENGLISH 206 




FINAL EXAM


            

   SPRING/2008

Comment (4-5 paragraphs each) on the significance of four of the following poems or passages, from Robert Frost, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zora Neale Hurston and Langston Hughes.  Explain the poem or passage, commenting on its style and meaning.  Discuss the ways each selection reveals and fulfills the writer’s and/or the work’s literary and thematic intentions.  (Respond to one quote from each of the four writers.)  
1]
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” 
       2]   “The Oven Bird,” by Robert Frost
Whose woods are these I think I know. 

There is a singer everyone has heard,
His house is in the village though; 

Loud, a mid-summer and a mid-wood bird,
He will not see me stopping here 

Who makes the solid tree trunks sound again
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 
               He says that leaves are old and that for flowers
                                                                              Mid-summer is to spring as one to ten.
My little horse must think it queer 

He says the early petal-fall is past


To stop without a farmhouse near 

When pear and cherry bloom went down in showers
Between the woods and frozen lake 
              On sunny days a moment overcast;
The darkest evening of the year. 

And comes that other fall we name the fall.
                                                                              He says the highway dust is over all.
He gives his harness bells a shake 

The bird would cease and be as other birds 
To ask if there is some mistake. 

But that he knows in singing not to sing. 
The only other sound's the sweep 

The question that he frames in all but words
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

Is what to make of a diminished thing. 


The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep. 
  3]       "The city seen from the Queensborough Bridge is always the city seen for the first time, in its first wild

 
promise of all the mystery and the beauty of the world."—Nick. The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

  4]
"Her voice is full of money." --  Gatsby to Nick.  The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

  5]
"They're a rotten crowd.  You're worth the whole damn bunch put together."  Nick to Gatsby. Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

  6]
"A pretty doll-baby lak you is made to sit on de front porch and rock and fan yo-self ans eat p'taters dat other folks plant just special for you." Joe "Jody" Starks to Janie.  Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God 
  7]
"It's a known fact, Pheoby, you got tuh go there tuh know there." Janie.  Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God
  8]
"They seemed to be staring at the dark, but their eyes were watching God…The monstropolous beast had left his bed....The sea was walking the earth with a heavy heel."  Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God   
  9]
“Still Here” 

  


10]
“Juke Box Love Song,” by Langston Hughes


I’ve been scarred and battered.


I could take the Harlem night



My hopes the wind done scattered.


And wrap around you,



Snow has friz me, sun has baked me.

Take the neon lights and make a crown,




Looks like between ‘em


Take the Lenox Avenue busses,




They done tried to make me

Taxis, subways,



Stop laughin’, stop lovin’, stop livin’ --

And for your love song tone their tumble down.




But I don’t care!



Take Harlem’s heartbeat,




I’m still here!



Make a drumbeat,









Put it on a record, let it whirl,









And while we listen to it play,









Dance with you till day –








Dance with you, my sweet Harlem girl. 
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